Spiritual Benchmarks

The next generation
appears more Purposive
relational, c//scern/ng
and comfortable with
the power and authority
necessary to create a
new future. (_hrist
talked about these
issues in_John 12-17.

(One with the [Tather

Thc Book ofJo/m chaptcrs 12-17

“Iirst and foremost life is about bcing...

in control and the alternative is scarg.”

|n (Genesis 3 Adam and [ ve shattered their
relationshiP with (God when theg decided to
take control of their lives and "be like (God.”
E_a’cing the aPPIC was onlg a sgmptom of a
decision to take control of their lives, not
believing (God had their best interests in mind.
Tl’\eo]ogians call this "original sin” in contrast
to "sins” or bad behavior resu|ting from

origina] sin.

|n (Genesis 1-3 (God created mankind, dealt with

5Piritua/ revivals are often based upon
the revelation of a "ncg/cctcd truth.”

Now the Holg 5,:>irit is focusing you on

the power of Christ’s own words rcgard—
ing our rc/ationship with the Father. [s
this a ncg/cctcd truth for today?

Christ's final conver-
sation with [is
c//scip/es takes them
ioutside the box" with
radical statements
and prayers for the
c/fsa',o/es and future

Lelievers.

Ear/g in Clvapters John
1217, hrist describes
His own relationshi
with the [Father. T hen
f‘ie Proceec/s to state
and later pray in _John
17 that s c/iscip/es
and the next genera-
tions will be "one.”

T hat prayer is )Coryou

an

Do you think (God will

answer C/m’st’s prayer

me.

for you?

a major Eroblcm before the fall in (Genesis 2:18,
established work, maintained an cmPowcring re-

]ationship with mankind and chargcd them be-
fore the "fall" to:

W'Be fruitful and increase in number,
Bl the carth,

B Subdue it

BRule over..every living creative” (N]V)

|n their haste to "be like (God" or be in control
Aclam and E_ve also lost access to the power
and resources of (God to accomPIish the "origi-
nal mission.” | he original charge to Adam and
[ ve must have included the abilities and re-
sources to comP]ete the cl'large. Tl’lere were no
ublic schools or training facilities. |nvestment
Eanks, The World Bank and governments were
not available to finance global deve|oPmen’c. So
who were Aclam and E_ve to relﬂ upon to ac~
comP!ish God's purpose for mankind?

Christ begins [is final conversation with the
clisciPles bg revisiting the fundamental issue of
(Genesis *who is in control?" |n Jo}m 12:2%-26,
(Christ addresses "original sin® not "sins” (bad
behavior) when [e lags out the conditions for
our restored and empowered relatior\ship with
the [Father. T he qua ity of our re|ationshiP with
(God is up-most in Christ's thinking. E_ver3
though’c and action must be groundec‘ in arela-
tionship with God. T hisis about being ina'one-~
ness” type relationsl’rip that then leads to the
sacrificed life of Romans 12:1-2 and the em-
Powered life of Romans 8.

Christ's final summary of His purposes in
John 12-17 leads Peop]e to ask hard ques-
tions, face reality and cha”cnges them to re-
turn to the Father. Evcn tlﬂough Gocl has
your best interests in mind, bcing "out-of-
control" and committing to the sacrificed life
is more than a little scary. That's whg believ-
ing and trusting Godis central but difficult.

Jt's called Faith.

The goa| of lesson #1 is to do the Fo”owing:
* getanoverview oFJol’m 12-17 and
e understand GOd‘s Powchu| strategy.

Jn the second week we will go into the spechcics
of how Christ described [His re]ationship with
(God and the imPlications for our lives. [rom
Christ's c’cscriP’cions of [is relationshiP with
the [Tather, we will exP|ore in| esson#3 (Christ's
choice of the "vine™ in John 15. |n| esson #4,
we delve into John 17 and Christ's final prayer
for Himsehc, His cliscip|es and amazinglg all fu-
ture generations. QOur final lesson will look at
the benefits, results and the resPonsibi!ities that
accompany being “one with the [Tather” from a
variety of passages in John 12-17.



Lcsson # 1
Day I

John 12-17is Christ's Flease read John 12-17 inits entirety.
executive summary of the
Bible. |tis about restora-
tion to a rc/ationshfp with the

Who are the main characters in _John 12-177

Father that was im/oaircc/
with the "decision” of Adam
and [ ve in the (Garden of
Ec/cn to take control of
their lives.

Cod Joved His creation to
the /Doint of 5acri)C/'cing
Christ, [His Son, to restore

us to an abso/utc{y uniquc
re/at/onsh/p with God the What events will transpire in the near future?

f:ather.

(God c/estgncd and created

mankind to be one with

Himself. \What was P/annec/

for mankind and thwarted in What is going on between Christ and [His discip|es in the upper room?
(Genesis chapters 1-3 s

fulfilled in ( hrist's prayer in

Jo/—m 17 and subscquent

death & resurrection.

Where are thcg having this discussion?

\What are the main themes of this passage?
Notes & Qucstions

Who is Christ's prayer directed toward in _John 177

Does the reference to "future believers® in _Jjohn 17 include the next generations in the
21st ccntury? ]Fgcs, whg?

Who is the most effective discipler of mankind that (Christ refers to in these passages?
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Lcsson # 1
Day 2

Read Jol’m 12 inits entirety. T here are three different events going on in these pas-
sages. Describe each one brieﬂg.

i
2.
5,

Reacl John 12:23-36. Wl’lat was C}’xrist‘s state of mind after the Greel(s asked to meet
Cl’lrist’? Was he PreoccuPiec{ about emerging events? W}'}at were those events?

Christis rcsPonding to the (Greeks' request to see him. Describe the l<69 Principlcs from

his comments.

Thereis alife stgle described in Jol’m 12:23-26, that | call (God's "(Contrarian \/iewPoint.“
Put 3oursellc in the &iscip|es shoes at this stage. [How would tlﬁeg have responded to
these statements? Would theg have been rePared at this time "to die to Produce many
seeds" Or did theg expect sometlﬁing different from their Messiah? [f yes, what were
t!’]eg exPecting based upon Jewish Propl’lecg?

Students of Genesis have genera”g concluded that E_ve’s and Aclam‘s decision to eat
the fruit from the "tree of goo& and evil” was the ”original sin" of wanting to 1he like
(God." This is contrasted with the common use of the word "sins" which generaug refers
to our "bad behavior" not our "bad attitude.” \When (Christ talks about loving, Iosing,
lﬁatfng and keeping in Jol’m 12:25-26,is he ta”(ing about "sin" or "sins"? Wlﬁg?

Johni2:25

"The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life [ow might this assage relate to the [Fall in (Genesis 1-37 \Nhg
CJP E\Lﬂour‘ life? Do you love or hate your own life?

is od so concerned about who contro

b

Notes & Qucstions
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Notes & Qucstions
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Lcsson # 1
Day 3

Let‘s go back and take a closerlook at \)ol‘m 12:2%-26. Wl’ly in the world was the "kemnel

of wheat® analogg chosen as the most effective strategg to transform the world?
i. Docs a "kernel of wheat” start small or largc?
2. Was the "kernel of wheat" Personal or impersonal?
3. Does the analogg require a little or a lot of the individual?

4. Does the analogg Provi&e for exPonentiaI growth?

The onlg way a kernel of wheat can Produce thousands if not millions of additional
kernels is if it is planted in the ground and disappears as a kernel. |f you start with 12
disciples and asE each one to disciple one person per year into a cleep spfritual relation-
Sl’liP with (Christ and the [Tather for the next 30 years, how many disciplcs would be
created after 30 years? Starting with 12 double the number 30 times. At this rate
aPProximatelg how Iong until you would transform your world?

A]Cter you have calculated the number of discfples, see page 27.

Flease read John clﬁapters 12:23-26 to John 14:14. T he disciples in this passage seem
upsct and even frustrated with (Christ as the discussion Proceeds. Wl’lg did the dfscip|es
getupset with Christ over the discussions on the "kernel of wheat in Jol’m 12:2%-26, "the
servant is the greatest of all"in John 13:6-17 and Fina”g itheir re|a’cionsl1ip with (God
tlﬁrough Christ" in John 14:1-147 Describe brieﬂg how you mfg}'xt have reacted if you

were in their shoes for each passage below?

John12:2%-26
Johni3:12-17
John 14:1-14

Reacl the summary on page 20 of Watcl’lman Nee‘s book on "Overcomers" as well as the
Bible rassages in \)os}'xua 54 and Kevelation 2-%. Do you see any Para”els between the

1kernel of wheat" and overcomers in the Bible? [f yes, P|ease describe the similarities.



LCSSOI‘\ # 1 Notes & Questions
Day 4

|n _John 13 Christ orchestrates the "last supper” with his disciples. e informs them
rcgarding the coming events and his death. \Write out in (Christ's own words from John
1%5:18-38 about the future events.

Jn John 13:12-17 Christ exP!ains his tlﬁinking and charges the disciples.

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what ] have done
for you," he asked them? 13 "N ou call me ‘Tcachcr‘ and '] ord,
and rightlg so, for that is what | am. 14 Now that |, your | ord and
Tcachcr, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another's feet. i 5 ] have set you an cxamp|e that you should do as ]
have done for you. ié l tell you the truth, no servant is greater than
his master, noris a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed hcgou do them.
(NIV)

Who should we serve?

[How did Christ alter the relationship between himself and the &isciples in John 12%:167
What are some of the imP|fcations for your dai13 life?

Do Christ's disciplcs have a choice as to whether thcg should obcg Christ's chargc in
John 3. ]F we obcg Christ’s chargc, what can we cxpcct from John 15:177

|n Jol’m i1%:34 Christ gives the dfscip|es a new command. What is the command?

In \)ol‘m 1%:%5 "all men” will know who we are as dfscip|es if we..l What must we do if we
want the world to know that we are (Christ's disciples’?

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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Notes & Qucstions
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Lcsson # 2
Day I

|n John 14:10-11, Christ describes his rclationshilgto the [Father. Write down some kcg

words or Phrascs that describe this rc|ationship. o you agree with Christ's dcscription?

Read John 14:20. What will you realize on the c‘ag described here?

What is Christ implying about [is rclationship with the Father and the implications for
the disciplcs to the [Tather?

| ist some of the Phrascs from the Pible that you are aware of which describe the
different rclationships that we have to (Christ and the [Father. Examp|es include:
savior, shcphcrc{, ctc.

|n John 14:12-14, Christ makes some quitc dramatic statements in these passages, for
cxamplc, ”] tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what ] have been doing.
e will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the [Father” |s Christ
rca”y serious? What do you think he means? Make a list of greater things that you
might do.

Did you notice that this cha”cngc by (Christ to do "greater things" is conditional? |tis not
for everyone. Who is this Promisc limited to in John i4:12-147 Who is this Promisc
extended to in _John 177



]__csson # 2
Day 2

The Jewish law was a system that imPoscd external rules on Pcoplc and their behavior.

(Christ talked about (God changing the heart as well.

Read each verse below and answer each question:
Jeremiah 3 1:33-—"\Where will he put [His law?

[Z zekiel 36:26-27--"Where does he put his Spirit?”
Colossians 1:27-"Where will they put Christ?"

|n conversations and in s0Ngs, we use words like "with", "close to", "let me see”, "] want to

touch”, "be in [is presence,” etc. T hese words often reflect our need for intimacy.

These Phrases describe external relationships that parallel our relationsl’lip with People.
(Christ tends to use words like "in®, "one, "branch®, ”graf:tecl to a vine", etc. \What kind of

intimacy is Christ dcscribing’? [How does this compare with the words we use?

What type of relationsl’lfp did Moses have with (God? Did Moses actua”g see (God? What

part of God did Moses see?

Was Moses' relationsl’lfp with (God external or internal?

Moses had a Pcrsona| rclationship to (God including seeing his backside. [1ow does bcing
one or having God/Christ in us differ from the rc|ationship that Moses had with (God?

Would Moses bejea|ous of our relationship with (God? Wl’lg?

7

Notes & Qucstions

/~\n O/d Testament theolo-
gian friend of mine carefu//y
read t/—:rougfl the Jo/—m 12-17
passages and had one
surprising revelation. [e

concluded that Moscs would
be jealous of our relation-
sfzfp with (God and (Christ.
(Cod lives in us and is
available f:wentg-)[our hours a
day and seven days a week.
T his, P/us the fact that we as
ord/nary Peop/@ can have
(Christ's mind and (God's
intuition is a Powerfu/
reminder of what (God
intended in (Genesis when he
created mankind.

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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Wc talk about the ”O/d
Covcnant“ and the ”/\/cw
(Covenant.” |n the Bib/c 's
O/c/ Testamcnt we have a
comp/ctc c/cscr/ption of
God's (_ovenant with the
Pcop/@ of/srac/. /n the
Bib/c’s New T estament,
Christ describes the
mystery of the ”]\/cw
Covcnant“ that Goc/
established with both the
chs anc/gcnti/cs through
Christ's death and resurrec-
tion.

(ovenant rc/at/onsfzips are
not Frcva/cnt in American
socicty‘ We tend to estab-
lish contractual relation-
5/7/):35, not covenant relation-
5/7/):35‘ (Covenant is a means,
just like a contractis a
“means, for cstab//sfzing the
terms of a rc/at/onship, As
a result, this stuc/y has
focused on the nature and
benefits of this covenant
re/ations/"up with (God
himself that (_hrist de-

scribes as bc/ng one.”

f:or further stuc]y of the
“Covenant,“ you can read
Kay Arthur’s book entitled
60&’5 Covcnant orget Kag
Arthur's Bible Study on

( _ovenant from Frecept
Ministries at
www.PrccePt.org or call
800.76%.8280.

5Piritua| Benchmarks
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Lcsson # 2
Day 3

(o to your c{ictionarg and write down the definition of "one" and "oneness."

|n Jo}m 14:10-14 Christ for the first time describes his relationsl’xip with the [Tather. Who

is "in" who in this Passage?

Read the )Co”owing passages and record what you learn about bcir\g #in (God" or "in
Christ?

Colossians 1:25-27
Co|ossians %:1-3%

” Corinthians 5:17-21

E_Phesians 2:8-10

i John®:21-24

i John4:13-16 "Who lives in us?"

From these scriPturc:s, what do you think it means to be "in the Father?



Lcsson # 2
Day 4

Read John i5:1-8 and (Christ's analogg of the vine.

The garc{cncr is
The vine is
Thc branch is

V\/hat does the branch share with the vine?

What will the branch Produce if it remains in the vine?

|f the branch remains in the vine, what is Promiscd in _John 15.7-87

|f the branch does not remain in the vine, what happens’?

In one of our workshops, a co”ege student askcd, “] know how to remain in my house but ]
do not know how to remain in the vine. f_'low does a person remain in the vine? r:inc{ two
Pcoplc who you would consider sPirituaﬂy mature. Ask them one simP!e question, "How

o you remain in the vine?" | ist the various ways that thcg and you might remain in the
vine. See page 26 after you have complctecl your list.

A 5tuc{3 of vincgards Produces some interesting observations about our life with (Christ
and the I:athcr. From your Pcrsonal knowlcdgc:

ow lon oes it take a (jardener to prepare a new vineyard?
How long d ke a Gard prep yard
V\/hat is the role of the branch that is attached to a hcalthg vine?
Where does the sap originate?”
s it the ot the vine or branch that determines the character of the rruit?
Is it the DNA of th branch that d he ch f the f
runing is always done the (3ardener. ?
Pruning is always done by the Gardener. Why
runing involves cutting ot and cuttin ack the branches annually.
Pruning invol & off and cutting back the branch ly
How far back are the branches cut each 3ear’?
How many branches are left on the vine after Pruning’?

Wl’lat !’zappens to a new branch that does not have buds?

Ana/og/cs are effective
£
ways to communicate a
com/o/cx idea. f’/owever,
all ana/og/cs have limita-
tions. Theg are never a
Per[cct rcprescntat/on of
an idea. [ herefore, learn
from the ana/ogy that
(Christ uses to describe
eing one but be carefu
being one but be carcful
not to carry the ana/ogy
too far.

Notes & Questions
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Lcsson #3
Day I

What kind of Pcrsccution can we expect from a reading of John 15:18-257

Today we are going to look
Z; 5@::;1;:/:?;2:’1:/13;;?;5 Who will do the Persecuting in this case?

re eatfons/wP with (Christ and

the [Father. (Christ draws

some very direct conclusions

about what may fzappen to Why do they persecute c{iscip|cs of Christ?
you as a d/'sci/:v/e.

Notcs & Qucstions Does this surprise you at allz Jf yes, wlﬁg?

The Erevious Persecutions described in these passages do not surprise most People who
r‘rowcver, the John 16:
-4 passage is much more sl’xocking and controversial. \We don't expect this type of

have been associated with a church and know some of its lﬁistorg.

behavior from our "so called” peers.

What kind of persecution can we expect from a reading of John 16:1-47
How far will it lead?

Who will do the persecuting in this case?

Why do they persecute c{iscip|cs of Christ?

Does this surprise you at all? |f yes, why?

How do these passages make you feel about committing your entire life to the Fathcr and
his contrarian strategy?

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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LCSSOI‘\ #3 Notes & Questions
Day 2

Thc last set of passages should have had a sobcring influence. Howevcr, these passages
are followed immcc{iatcly with John 16:5-3%. Read them.

Who will come to rcplacc Christ from John 15:26-27 & John 16:13-157

[How is it good for the c{isciplcs good that Christ goes away?

Jn Jol’m 16:8-11 Christ describes one of the Counselor's roles. Qutline it below.

ln Jo!’m 16 we have very encouraging words that complement those about Persecution and

adversity. From \)ol‘m 16:13-15, what will he tell or do for us?

I.

What are the implications of Christ using the Phrasc all truth® rather thanjust truth in
John16:13-157

(Under whose authorit\g does this Spirit sPcak in _John 16:1%-157

]:rom Jol’m 16:3% you should conclude that:
I.

2.
5,

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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Lcsson #3
Day 3

Who does Christ pray forin John 177
(hrist is the central flgurc
in restoring our relation-

I
s/ﬁp with t‘/::c Father. [He 2.

continues to be our

intercessor. Cou/c/ we 5.

ever be so prcoccu/ofcc/ |s the order signhcicant to you? Wl’vy?

with our rc/ationshlp with

(Christ that it sometimes

overshadows our relation- Jn John 17:1-5 what does (Christ pray for himself?
s/ﬁp with (God the [ather?

Flow can we live a bal- W]ﬁy did GGod grant Christ authority in John 17:27

anced rc/ationship with the

fiat/vcr, 5017 and /7'0@
Spirit? How does Christ define eternal life in John 17:3?

f"javc you scen that

ba/am;c n your fife?
A controversial qucstion arises from John 173, n|f you or\|3 have a rclatior\ship with

What are the conse- (Christ as savior and have never dcvelopccl your relationship with (God, will you have

c]u/ences ;))[not/fza/:ing a eternal life? \What do you think?
relations ip with the

Father that equa/s in time
and thought our relation-

lezip with (hrist?
hat about th / .

gpiftj \;w;tt Z,,r{;/i(;%ﬁmc Read John 17:6-19. Who is Christ Praying forin these passages?

and attention does the

f"jo/y 5P/'r/'tgct n your

[ife?

In John 17:9 Christ makes a star‘tling revelation about who [Te is not Praging for at this

Notcs & Qucstions time. Who is Christ not Praging for in this prayer? Whg would he make such a state-

ment?

Compare John 17:10with John 16:13-15. |s Christ ta”(ing about the same thing? [How
does this increase your confidence and ai:ﬂitg to trust (;od?

SPiritual Benchmarks
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LCSSOI’I # 7 Notes & Questions
Day 4

After rcalclcirming who Christ is Praging forin John 17:11-12, Christ surpriscs us with a
Pivotal request of the [Father. (Christ asks for the disciples‘ Protcction as thcg remain in
the world so that.! T he c{iscip|cs needed sPccial Protcction so that thcy could become
what?

Who Protected the discip|es up to this Point in time in _John 17:127

|n Jo}'m i7:13-14 Cl’zrist exPlafns wl’13 heis te”ing them this in [His prayer. What is the
reason for te”ing them now? And how much of it will theg have?

As if to reinforce the critical nature of this prayer request for Protcc’cion Christ in _John
17:15-19 tells us what [ e is not asking for at this time. [Flease describe what (Christ
says he is not Praﬂing for at this time. [Does this surPrisc you and if so whg?

|n Jol’m 17:15 who is Christ asking the Father to protect His discip!es from?

T here is a tendency among
new converts in the body of
believers to scparatc oneself
Ph\gsr’ca//y and emotiona//y
from the world. (hrist is not
on/y aski’ng but [He is Pray/ng

|n John 17:16-19 what is the process that follows after their Protcction? that [His disciples not be
scparatec/. hrist needs
them to be in the world but
also protcctcc/ from the evil
one in this world.

Accorc/ing to (_hrist's view
we are to be in the world but
Look up the definition of "sancthcg“ and write it in the space below. not of the world. T,L,,’s
radical view reinforces the
fact that the ”or/g/na/ chargc i
in (senesis to mankind must

be carried out in the world.

What confidence do you gain Pcrsona”g because of what (Christ did for the disciples?
Does this all applg to you?

1 5 Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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Notes & Questions LCSSOI’I # 4
Day 1

Now in John 17:20-27 we have a surprising IcaP bg Christ in [His prayer from His dis-

ciplcs to whom?

Christ implies that [is prayer for Protcction of [His discip|es in the world should be
extended to "future believers for a sPcchCic purpose. What is the purpose described in
Johni7:217

Jn John 17:21 Christ also redefines what it means to be "one. \Write out (Christ's defini-
tion.

A critical question is whether bcing one with (Christ and the [Father is for toc{ay or for
heaven? ( ce note on Komans at the lcmct) Look at John 17:21 again because Christ

Some people conclude
perp cxPIains whg e wants future believers to be "one® todaﬂ. QOutline Christ's reasoning,

from reading Komans

cha ters J: l‘}qu'ancJS: -1y
that all Christ talks about in
Jolm 12-17 from the type of
re/ations/v//:) to the bencfits
are for heaven and not for

this world. T/vcy see this life

as a sort of ”tra/n/ngground”

What has Christ given future believers so that thcy can be one with (Christ and the [Tather
in_John17:22-2%7

for heaven. T/my rational-
ize their own tﬁoughts and
behavior by identifying with
Y gmns
Romans 7:14-24- But let's
goonto Romans 8 to find

victory in (Christ. Exp/ore
f’je[)rcws 11 and our call to Read the summary of Harmah Whitha” Smith‘s clﬁapter on page 21. What are her four

persevere and win the race. stages of sPiritua! maturity? What is her test of oneness?

Thcre are many other
sections of the B/’b/@ that
call us to an effective,
mature life as an end in
/'tsc/f, notjust a means to an
end. Ccrta/n/y, life is a
process ol[growar but all of
lite's cxpcr/cnccs are real
and notjust Pre,oaration for
an after life.

SPiritual Benchmarks
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]__csson # 4

Day 2

Jol’m 17:2% also stirs some controversy over the Phrasc in the New ]ntcrnational Version
of "complete unity.” |f you have a Strong‘s dictionary, Plcase look up this Phrasc under
the number 5048.

|f you do not have a Strong’s, examine the verses below from John 17:22-2% in the New
King James version of the PBible.

Johni17:22-24

22 And the glorg which You gave Me l have given thcm, that thcg may be
one just as \We are one: 2% ] in thcm, and You in Me; that thcg may be
madJc Pchcct in one, and that the world may know that You have sent

Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. NKJ\/

Notice that instead of ”comPlete unitg” from the [\”\/, the NKJ\/ uses the Pl’lrase "made

Per‘Fect in one.” |s Christ saying that the Ho!g Spirit helps us mature in our oneness with
God the I:atlﬁcr or with one another for unitg? Look at the full context of Jo!’m 12-17 as
well as this chapter. See pages 24-25 for some additional tlﬁinking on this subject.

Are your prayers alwags answered Positive!g? Or does the ]:atlﬁer sometimes say NO

to 3ou?

What does it mean that (Christ Praged this prayer for future believers (next generations)
or more sEecichang you and me? Must the [Tather answer Christ‘s prayer affirma-
y?

tive|3? W

If God the [Fatheris obligatec{ to answer Christ’s prayer in \)ol‘m i7 Posftive|3, how does
this I’lelP you trust the [Tather and (Christ in terms of their Promfse and prayer for your
future sPirituaI development’?

Notes & Qucstions

A// of h/'story leads up to
this final conversation in
Jo,lm 12-17 and the crucifix-
jon. (_hrist restores mankind
to the /‘Nghcst qua//'iy.rc/a~
t/'ons/'up possib/c. (Christ
himself describes this

rc/at/onship as /Je[ng “one

with the [Tather.” [ his
rc/ations/'up is now /DOSSl/b/C

for s dl’scip/es but also

)(:OF [uturc bC/l/CVCFS 8CCOFC/~

ng toJo/wv 17:20-23.
| ook up the definition of

1atone” and "atonement” in
Webster's dictr’onarg. The

WOI‘”(J 5/70U/CJ J[JC PI‘OHOUFJCGC/

as
at-one-ment

or [)6[[’15 HIEJCIS one or
I’GCOHCI’/C(J to someone.

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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(Christ has established in
John 12 the criteria for
[)c/ng a d/'sciple. He then
describes his re/at/onsfzip
with (God and draws a

arallel to the disciples’
r@/ations/w’P to (God. (hrist
elaborates on his descrip-
tion and makes it tangib/z Ey
giving us the ana/ogy of the
vine in Jo/m i5. Notice that
this ana/ogy is of the vine not
the vineyarc[

After ta/f</'ng about the

negative /'m/o/ications of this
rc/ations/wp with (God,
(Christ focuses our attention
on the Pos/tfve and /oowenfu/
role of the Counsc/or as
well as ma/</'n‘:c?r four atfirma-

tive statements on answered
prayer.

ftina//y, (Christ extends
these benefits to all future
generations that meet his
screening criteria for a
restored re/at/ons/w'}:w with

the f:athcn

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
2005

]__csson # 4

Day 3

Read John 12-17 again. T his time kcep this page on hand. Review each of the passages
below. \Write down a few words that describe the benefits or results of this relationship.

You can find my responses on page 28 in the APPcndix.

Fersona]/ﬂcasa nt Bcncmcits

(14:7;17:3)
(i14:10)
(14:12)
(14:15)
(14:16-17;15:26)
(14:21;15:10)
(14:22)
(14:23; 15:4)
(14:26)
(14:27)
(15:2,5,8,16)
(15:11;16:22-24)
(15:14-15)
(15:15)
(16:13)
(16:33)
(17:2)
(17:10)
(17:15)
(17:18)
(17:23)
(16:1)

Unpleasant Resu(ts

(15:2)
(15:18-20;17:14)
(16:2-4)

Benefits to Others

(15:8)
(14213145 15:7;
15:16-17;16:2%-24)

(17:21&17:23)

Benefits to (God

(14:1%;15:8)

Rcsponsibilities
(13:12-17)
(1%:34)

(15:27)



Lcsson # 4
Day 4

| ist the top three benefits that you identify with on the left? Why?
i

2.

5.

What benefits surprise you the most?

V\/lﬁg do you think Christ in this final conversation talked about so many benefits and
results of bcing one with the [Father in one Placc?

(Christ makes radical claims about prayer four times in John 12-17.

Read | uke 11:1-1% and pay Particu|ar attention to (Christ's discussion after the | ord's
prayer. What is Christ's message through these two cxamplcs of a friend and a father?

Bclow are four assages from Johr\ 12-17 where Christ cxPIains fﬂis view of prayer for
the disciplcs anjguturc believers. Describe in your own words what he is saying in each

set of verses.

Johni14:12-14

Jo}m 15:7
Johni5:9-17
John 16:23-24

What commitment does Christ seem to make regarding prayer in these passages? Does
this sound a little extreme to you?

What are the conditions for getting answered prayer from each passage?
John i4:12-14

John 15:7
Johni5:9-17
John 16:23-24

Read the )Co//owing beliets
some (_hristians have
rcgarding prayer. What do
you know from Scripturc

that contradicts these
beliefs?

| /n order to kceP you
humble, we will on/y
answer prayer Positivc/y
50% of the time or less.

.A/ways pray ”t/vy will be
done” at the end of every
prayer because no one
can ever know God’s will
or discern the mind of

Christ.

| /\/ever use C/vr/st’s name
at the end ofyour
pragers since we don’t

want C/7r/'5t to be blamed

for negat/ve/g answered
prayer.
.Don’t SPCﬂd too much

time in prayer disccrmhg
God’s will since it can
never be found.

.Fraycr 5/701,1/(1] b@ c/rudg~

ery, frustrat/ng and never

[)ejoytfu/.
| 5penc/ as little time in

prayer as Possl’b/c since
the | "joly 5P/'rit will
intercede on your Lehalf
when you don’t know how

to pray.

| Fraycr does not c/mnge
t/7/ngs; r'tjust makes you
feel better.

But what aboutJamcs +:37
"‘thn you ask, you do not
receive, because you ask with
wrong motives, that you may
spcnoj whatyou gct on your
P/casurcs.”

Spiritual Benchmarks
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As a Contribut/ng member of
the nextgcneration,you must
ask whether C/vrist was an
cxp/orcr or a creator?

/f (Christ and the [Father are
in us, do thcy expect their
d/scip/cs of the 2ist century
to arva{gzc what someone else
has created and react? Or
do t/ney cx/occt cach genera-
tion to create their own
future?

Most o)fyou have watched
young entreprcncurs of the
[ate 20th Century n compa-
nies such as Microsoft,
,é/:v/o/e Computcr, and De//

omloutcr create a new
future. {/lsfng Christ's
worc/s, ithey have trans-
formed their world.” [How
much more can Christ and the
Father worfdng tfrrougfz
restored c//scip/@s create a
new /anc/scapc, a rad/ca//y
altered future? /n Gen@s/s I~
3, the world was turned up-~
side~down. Thc next genera-
tion has the oPPorfun/ty to
turn the 2 1st century rxglvb
5/c/c~up‘

f"]’l’storica//y] followers of
(Christ have transformed
societies and created new
lfuturcs, better futurcs, for
PCOP/C' f’/ow?’ Again and
again often disenfranchised
gcncrat/ons wor/<ing from the
Lottom up have transformed
nations over a one hundred

to three /nmdrcdycar Pcr/oc/.

Christ Cfra//cnges you to
worsfrip Cod [)y o)(f@r/'ng
your fife as a //'vfng sacrifice
and becom/ng a creator of
Cod's future in the 2 ist and
22nd centuries.

5Piritua| Benchmarks
© 2003

Lcsson # 4
Day 5

Read Johni2-17 again at one sitting,

What is the Primarg theme?

[How do you achieve the re]ationsl’rip that (Christ describes with (God?
\What are some results of that rc|ationship? [How miglﬂt you be different?

What kind of prayer life should you have with this relationship?

Jn John 14112, what does (Christ mean when he imP]ies that we could do "greater things than
Christ?

Do you believe that you could do "greater things than Cl’xrist?" Whg? What migl’rt C}'}rist have
you do?

llc you are one with the Father, how will you fulfill:
B (ods original purpose for mankind in (Genesis 1:28

B T he (Great (Commission of Matthew 28:18-20

| C]ﬂrist‘s Greatcst Commandmcnt and second greatest in Matthcw 22:37-%9

Avre you pre ared to become "one" bg applging the "kernel of wheat" oFJo]’m 12:2%-28 or the
sacrificed liFE“ Principlc of Romans 12:1-2 to your life? If yes, whg? If not, what would it take
for you to make that decision?



Supplcmcntal Materials

”7—/['76 dangcr /s a/ways that we stop
short at certain points such as )(orgivc~
ness and assurance without rca/zlzing
that we are rca//y called to share this

[ife O)(GOd. "
Martyn L/oyCLJones

”C hristia m’tfj is the life of
Godin the soul of man.”

f‘fcmy 5couga/



“T/vc Pr/nc[p/c of

f/’lé overcomers is

( Z-O(f"s calling a

few to do the work

for the /J/cssing

of the many"’
=2 &1

Notes & Questions

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
© 2003

“Gocl’s Flan and the Ovcrcomcrs”
By Watchman Ncc

Could it be in our uP~5ide~down world that
the true leaders are overcomers as defined
bg Watchman Nee onthe left side bar? Reac{
Joshua H-4 and Revelation 2-3 for back-

ground.

Watchman Nee says on p. 60, “In examining
the Principlc of the overcomers we must no-
tice two things:

i.  Whenever the whole bocly Fai!s, Giod will
choose relative!g few to stand for the

Wl’lOlC bodg and

2. (God calls these few to carry out His
command so that through them f_'lc may
later reach the mang.”

“Spiritual ends must be reached bg spiritual
means. God dealt with both Moses and
David to such a degree that theg would not
at all use the flesh to h@lP Goc! in accom-
Plisl’ling His Purpose.”

What does it mean to not use the flesh
to l')clP Goc]’?

Gideon’s armywas reduced to 350
and then instructed to sit on the hill
and watch. Judges7

Toc{ag, can you think of cxamplcs where
(Christians have inaPProPriatclg taken secu-
lar means and used them in the church?

Have you read about George Mue“er’.’ He
ran two Iarge 1000 bed orphanages in E_n~
gland in the 19th century. His on!g form of
fund raising was to believe that (God wanted
him to build these Iarge buildings ortell (God
what the orphans needed. He was an inter-
cessor for orphans with Gocl who always
delivered. In Fact, George Mue”er l’lOP@C‘ to
demonstrate to the English People that Goc!
heard and answered prayers; there?ore, he
never fund raised. E_ven when People ap-

roached him about ving his first response
was that tlﬁcg should talk to C]od about how

much to give.

Gcorge Mueller was an overcomer who sac-
rificed his life and did (God's work so that
many could be blessed.

What are sPiritual means?

Nee says, “(God put the priests in the Place
of death so that the children of |srael mfg!']t
have a way to life” “O}ﬁ, let each of us ask
ourselves: Do | work for Fame, for prosper~
itg, for sym atl’lg from others? Or do ] seek

for life in the church of (God? Mag we be
able to pray thus:

’O’ Lord, let me die
that others may live.!

“God causes His overcomers to see a truth
and to prove it in their lives first so that thcg
in turn may }Jring many to the obedience of
this truth. Truth must be organizccl inus and
become a part of our bcing. Bcforc we can
ever tell others about Faith, prayer and con-
secration, we ourselves must first have the
cxPcricncc of faith, prayer and consecra-
tion. Otherwise, these will mcrcly be termi-
nologics with no substance. (God leads us
through death so that other PcoPIc may have
life. We are rcquirccl to go through suffer-
ings and Pain before there can be life in oth-
=X 64

ers.”

What is an OVERCOMEK toc]ag?

“f a truth has been deeplg organized in me,
it will draw others to seek the same. Mang
of the truths of (God are waiting to be orga-
nized within men. As we let truth be worked
into and organizecl in us, we allow the stature
of Christ to grow an inch. T he overcomers
receive life from above to supplg the boc‘g.”
P- 64

Avre you Preparec{ to sacrifice your life so
that GOd may bless others through 3011? Arc

ou interested in bccoming an overcomer as
described in the Bible? What role do you
want to P139 in heaven with (Christ?

GO& X’\CCC{S and uses E@OP]C WhO }’xave }DC~

come one with the [Father. | he Bible calls
them

Overcomérs.



A Summary of

“T he Christian’s Secret to a Happy | ifen
by Hannah Whitha" Smith

Author [Hannah Wl’litha” Smith“Qpaker,
rebel, realist—faced life as she found it.
She took the Bible’s Promises litera”g,
tested them and found them true. ]n this
chaPter on “Oneness with Christ” she
describes a relationshiP with Christ that
she exPerienced first hand. She talks
about a process of growing into this
relationsEiP with Christ that every ordi-
nary Follower of Christ can exPerience as
well.

God’s call to Oneness

Hannal’x opens with Gocl’s purpose, “All
the c]ealings of (God with the soul of the

believer are in order to bring him into one-

ness with Himselﬁ that the prayer of our
| ord in John 17:20-21 may be fulfilled:
‘That theg all may be one; as thou, ]:arther,
are in me and | in thee, that theg also may be

P}

one in us.

Spiritual (Growth

[Hannah Smith examined
the sPirituaI cleveloPment
of the clisciPles after their
first encounter with
Christ. She concluded
that there were Fourstages
in their growth. She also
understood that the final
stage could on]3 be ac-

Unsaved
Saved

Lorclship

comP!ishecl after Pente-
cost or the coming of the

Ho]g Spirit.

We have the Holg Spirit

from the da3 that we rePent from Adam‘s’s
“original sin” or give u control of our life.
Then we will let Chris’c live through us. Jtis
feasible to reach the final stage of being
one with Christ immediate]g. [However, the
rea]it3 is that this is usua”3 a process that
can take severa years.

We must realize also that the Promises talked
aboutin John12-17 may not be available to
us until we are a trusted associate of Christ

and have reached the stage of being one
with Christ.

Stagcs of Christian Maturitg
! ommon I hrasc

One with Christ

T wo wills, two interests, two lives

“You may have left much to follow Christ,
dear reader; you may have believed on him,
worked for [im, and loved [im, and yet you
may not be like Him. Auegiance you ‘(now,
and confidence you know, but not yet union.
Thereare still two wills, two interests, two lives.
You have not 3et lost your own life that you
may live onlg [His. Once it was | and not
(Christ; then it was | and Christ; PerhaPs now
itis even Christ and . Put has it come yetto
be Christ onlg, and not | at all?

Oneness Described
”We sPeak of two PeoPIe being one, and we

mean that their purposes, and actions, and
thouglﬁt, and desires are alike. A friend may
pour out upon us enthusiastic exPressior\s
of love, and unity and oneness, but if that
friend’s aims, and actions, and ways of look-
ing at tl’wir\gs are exact]g oPPosite to ours, we
cannotfeel thereis any real oneness between
us, notwithstand-
ing all our affec-
tion for one an-

other. To be

trulg one with an-

annah mith

| Alone
| and Christ

other, we must
have the same
likes and clislii(es,
the samejogs and
Christ and | sorrows, the same
hoPes and fears.

Christ Onlg As

says,we mustlook

someone
tl’rrough one
another’s eyes, and think with one another’s
brains. T his is, as | said above, on|3 P]air\

common-~sense.”

Test of Oneness
According to [Hannah Smith, “The test of

oneness then (for the disciples), was the do-
ing of the same works. And it is the test of
oneness now.” The vine Produces grapes

and not apples. | ikewise, when we are one

with Christ, we Produce Christ-like results.

Notes & Questions

“The Christian’s Secret
To a Happy Life”

Hannah Whitall Smith
Chapter 17

SPiritua| Benchmarks
© 2003



Notes & Questions

A Summarg of

Norman (Grubb's "Rees [Howells: |ntercessor”

Rees [Fowells, one of the most effective inter-
cessors known to the 20th ccnturg, and his stu-
dent intercessors in \Wales were even called
upon to intercede with (God for the wc”—bcing
of Pritain cluring the Second World War. On
pages 251-257 Norman (Grubb’s biograplﬂy
reveals that there were imPortant sPiritual truths
(scc next Pagc) that Howe”s discovered re-
garcling the ministry of an “intercessor” from
the Ho|3 Spirit and
Gcorge Muellers life in
i9th century Eng]and inter-
ceding on behalf of or-
PhansA

Warrior or

for every creature, and would throw their
lives into the gap (FE zekiel 22:30), e would
give the victory and avertwar. A large num-
ber of staff and students made the sur-
render. “\We came right through” said Mr.
Howe”s, “and ] knew from that time on,
Hitler was no more than a rod in the hands

of the Holy Ghost.”
Surrender and |ntercession

“We had tl’wought
that there was
some virtue in our

Intercessor

surrender: that we,

God’s Ca" to lntcr—

cession

“And ] 5ought for a man
among them, that should
make up the lﬂcclge, and
stand in the gap before me
for the land, that ] should
not clestr09 it, but | found
none...” [~ zekial 22:30

A Model of

“A prayer warrior can pray for a
thing to be done without necessari]g
being wi”ing for the answer to come
through himself; and he is not bound
to continue in the prayer until it is an-
swered. Dutanintercessoris respon-
sible to gain his objective, and he can
never be free till he has gainec‘ it. [He
will go to any 1engths for the rayer

to be answered tl'lrough himself. But

once a Position of intercession has

been gainec{, tested and Provec{, the
intercessor can claim all the b|essings

with thousands of
others, would be
the PeoP]e to
cvangelize the
world in this gen-
eration. Put now
[e (Ho]y Spirit)
had come, and we
were out of it—ex-~
cept in so far as
our bodies would
become the
temples in which

© 2003
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lntcrccssion on that gracle, whenever it is Goc{’s He would dwell
Goc{ identified with man- will for him to do so.” and through which
kind to the extent that [Je He WO,UH work.

He salcl, ‘l have

became man. l]C we are one with the God Hcacl
or if the Ho]y SPirit is cloing his work througl’r
us, then we will also manifest this pattern in our
life. (Christ also was wi”ing to die to [is own
desires and interests for the benefit of man-
kind. [is death on the cross rePresentcd the
ultimate sacrifice.

20th Ccnturg lntcrcession

On Marcl’l 29,1936 Kees Howc”s came to the
Bible Co”ege he had established in Wales and
was called forth in rcgard to [TJitler's threat to
Britain: “Frager has failed. We are on s]iP~
pery grouncl. On]5 intercession will avail. (God
is ca”ing for intercessors — men and women
who will lag their lives on the altar to Fight the
devil, as rea”g tl’:eg would have to Fight the en-
emy on the western front.” ]t was made clear
that a soldier at the front has no say in where
he goes and what he cloes; he cannot take holi-
clags or attend to the claims of the home and
loved ones as other Pcople can and the Lorcl
was te”ing them that if, as reaclilg as that, some
would become bond slaves to the Ho]g SPirit

not come to give 3oujog, or peace, or vic~
torg‘ ] have not come to give you any bless-
ing at all. You will find all that you need in
Jcsus. but ] have come to Put you to the
cross, so that | may live in your bodg for
the sake of a lost worlcl; (Col 3:%; ZCor
4:10; (3al 2:20)”

Frag for laborers, a remnant of powerful
intercessors right now. Mag theg ay down
their lives on the altar clag after clay... will-
ing to die for the sake of the T ruth! Mag
thcg be closed into (God [Jimself... ca”ing
for [His desires... Pleading for His pur~
poses, crying for [Tis attention! [Dead to
themselves... alive unto (Christ! Scparatc.
[Hidden. Cleansed, Holg vessels of war-
fare, armed for the battle ahead, filled with
the H019 Ghost. (God, call forth your in-

tercessors for this generation!



Bondslave or Living Martgr

“|t even came into his mind momcn’carilg
whether it was Possiblc to turn back from
‘this life of surrender, this bondslave life, this
c{aily dying, andjust live an ordinary Chris-
tian life, and Prcach the gospcl and heIP the
Poor,’ as many of his friends did.” p.i08
“There was some questioning, as there
a|wa95 was until he actua”y came up to
bccoming one with the Ho]g Ghost in what
[e was doing...” p- 108. Madame Guyon’s
writings had a Promcound effect at this time, ¢
ask no more, in good or ill, but union with
Thg holg will? p. 105

Place of Aiicling

Recs Howc”s understood the ncccssitg of
c{ailg maintaining his “Place of abicling” in
(Christ taken from his 5tucl3 of John 15. His
discernment, power, authority and faith all
were the result of meeting,
the initial conditions of
abidir\g which for him were:
(1 )...Fasting two meals a dag,
) living in the attitude of
Prager——being hatless,

€)) giving up all outward
work at the mission , not
going to one service and

¢ Hidden Away
# Stands in the Gap for Strangers

¢ Prays What God Calls Forth

¢ Every Creature Commission

¢ Company of Intercessors Set Apart

(4) three hours each evening
to be spent on his knees—
two hours in reading the
Word and the last one in
waiting before (God. Rees
knew there were to be other
Placcs of abiding, but theg

were not getgivcn.” P 114

Guided Fraycr
Bg maintaining hisdp]ace of abiding, Kees

by the Holg Spirit

regarding intercessory prayer. T his was

[Howells was guidc

usua”g a sPcciFic and intense call to inter-
cede.

Gaining a Position: Catcgorics
“Gaining a Position” was an identification
process that would last weeks or months until
Rees had gainccl the faith to believe that
(God would deliver categories of Pcoplc
from an adverse situation. (Once a position
was gainecl, (God could use Rees [owells at
any future time to intercede in parallel
situations without having to go tErough a
Position of gain. Once a Position was
gaincd, Rees would cease Praging to avoid

rayer rcsulting from his doubt.

?‘liclclcn Awag

A call to intercession is usua”g the first step
away from Public ministry. Howells shared
that the Holy Spirit trained him, to care

more about what Gocl thought, than what man

Spiritual Truths

4 Bondslaveor Living Martyr
4 Place of Abiding

& Guided Prayer

4 Gaininga Position of Faith

thought; nevcrthc|css, «_ he was going to be
turned aside from his work among men to deal
on19 with (God.” age 117 [e had to die to
self before Gocr

cessor. Romans 12:1-2 was a critical passage.

Stancls in the GaP for Strangcrs

Ear|9 on in [TJowells’ training, he was allowed

could use him as an inter-

to intercede on behalf of people whom he
was Persona”g ministered to... but later, he
was to intercede for sPcciFic Pcop]e whom he
had never met. “There was a soul whom he
had never met, whom he had no Possible
means of irnqucncing except bg way of the
Throne..” The | ord said, «T his will be the
test case of your intercession.” «_for this he
was going to be turned aside from his work
among men to deal onlg with (God”
Frags Wl’;at Gocl Ca”s For‘l:h
An intercessor is given over to the ministry of
the Holg Ghost,
through whom sPiritual
warfare is wagecl. God
has a remnant of
intercessors, filled with
the Holg Spirit and
with onlg one purpose
in life... to do that which
the H019 SPirit
commands! | o stand in
the gap and bring the
victory to realitg.
[Hidden away, |iving }39
faith... standing on the
Promiscs of (God...
Praging what (God calls
forth by His Word.
Intcrccssors Sct APart
|n the latter stages of Rees's ministry, God
Placcd him at the Bible Co”ege of Wales
among a group of Facultg, studcnts, and
staff. Thcg were to be raised up as a
company of intercessors Preparcd to deal
with Rees’s visionary “every creature commis-
sion” in the context of World War |l. This is
an cxtraordinary clcscription of God’s use
of intercessors in historg.
E_vcry Creature (Commission
The driving force behind Rees [owells at
the Pible Co”egc of Wales was Rees's
vision that everyone would be reached }33 the
Gospcl in his generation. |t was the PreciPi~
tating factor in their intercession cluring
World War |]. Thcg were concerned about
kceping countries open to missionaries and
the Gospel. Thcg accomphshed God's
urpose through themselves cluring this
Eorriblc war. Some Pcople, including
Norman (Grubb, believe their intercession
cventua”g defeated [itler.

25
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| do not believe that the
Prfmary theme of John

17:22--23 is unity among the

deCIP/CS or future believers.

I the passage is taken in the
context ofJo/m 12-17, then

it is clearly a discussion

about oneness, not unity,

among believers.
=

Urlity is an important theme
in the Bible and an obvious
by-product of our relation-

shiP with the [Father. [Jow-

ever, sustainable unity can

onlg be assured as a result

of all members bcing “one

with the [Father.”

Notes & (Questions

SPiritua| Benchmarks
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Oneness or Urwity?

The beginning of John 12 is the turning Point
in the Pook oFJohn (NIV). Friorto this chaP~
ter, (Christ avoided ta”(ing about his desting.
Mattl‘lew, Mark and Luke’s GosPeIs are the
actions of Christ; however, John’s Gospel is
about Cl‘lrist’s thouglﬂts on the reason for the
incarnation. | hese six cl’waPters clari{g the high—
est value added relationshiP that is available to
mankind.

Howcvcr, there is a debate about whethcrjohn
17:22-2% is about being one with the [Father as
individuals or about unity among believers. We
believe these two verses need to be read in the
context of all six clﬂaptcrs. The Fo”owing texts
and comments will attempt to show that the
theme of John 12-17 is about our individual
rc]ationship with Christ and the [Father, know-
ing full well that unity among believers is a pow-
erful Biblical theme
and a Primarg outcome
of being one with the

]:atlﬂcn
Johni2:23-24

less a kernel of wheat
falls to the ground and
dies, it remains on|9 a
sing]c seced. Put if it
dies, it Produccs many
seeds.”

Christ begins [His final

conversation with the directions and proce-
dures for [is disciPIes and future believers to
become “one with the [Tather” as (Christ was
“one with the [Tather.” |tis not a communal de-
cision. [ ach of us is a "kernel of wheat." [tis
an individual decision that you and | must make

«_.alone and in the presence of (God himself.”
Johni12:25-26

“T he man who loves his life will lose it: while the
man who hates his life in this world will l(eeP it
for eternal life. Wl’loever serves me must fol-
low me; and where I am, my servant also will be.
My I:atlwer will honor the one who serves me.”

This is an elaboration on the effects of an
individual’s wi”ingness to “die to self.” _John
12:2%-24 and John 12:24-25 set the context
for the entire final conversation of _John 12~
i7. What is the greatest honor that (God the
Father could bestow on an individual? | believe
that it is to be one as (Christ was one with the
Fathcr. Thcre is no greater honor.

All of historg leads up to this
final conversation in j’ohn 12~
17 and the crucifixion. Christ
restores mankind to the highcst
“| tell you the truth, un- uality rclationshiP Possiblc.
Ehrist himself describes this
rclationsl’ﬁp as bcing “one with
the Father.” This is now pos-
sible for His clisciplcs but also

for future believers according
to John 17:20-23.

Johni2:%6

“Put your trust in the liglﬂt while you have it,
so that you may become sons of lights.”

We put our trust in the |ig}1t as individuals
not as a group.

John 12:44-46

“| have come into the world as a light, 50
that no one who believes in me should stay
in darkness.” [T ach of us must decide.

Johni13:20

“l tell you the truth, whoever accePts any-
one I send accepts me: and whoever accepts
me accePts the one who sent me.”

This is the keg toa relationship with (God.
John13:34-35

“A new command ]
give you: | ove one an-
other. As ] have loved
you, so you must love
one another. A” men
will know that you are
my disciplcs if you

love one another.”

The love that Christ

asks the clisciP|es to
share can only be ex-
hibited hc’clwey each die
as the "kernel of
wheat" and manifest the love of Gocl
tl‘lrough cach of them inclivic]ua”g. Thislove
and the unity that the world sees is a bg-

Procluct of a l’wigh ciuality re!ationshiP with
Gocl the Father.

John 14:6

“] am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the ]:ather excePt through
me. ]Fgou rea”3 know me, you would know
my ]:ather as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him."

Thisis a dcscription of our individual rela-
tionship, not a community activity.

Johni4:10-11

“Dont you believe that | am in the [Tather,
and that the [Fatheris in me? T he words |
say to you are notjust my own. Rather, itis
the [Father, Iiving in me, who is cloing his
work. Belicvc me when | say that | amin the
Father and the [Father is in me..”



[Here we have Christ’s revelation of what
man’s relationship with (God was intended
to be. |tis modeid by Christ. After you
become one with the [Father, “.it is the
Father, |iving in me <9ou), who is cloing his

work.”
John 1415

“]F ou love me, you will obey what ] com-
mand. And | will ask the [Father, and he will
give you another Counselor to be with you
forever—the SPirit of truth.”

Does Christ give the Counselor to the
group omccliscfp|es ordoes he give the Holﬂ
Spirit to each individual based upon their
decision to die and be one with the [Fa-
ther?

John 14:20

“On that dag you will realize that | am in
my [Father, and you are in me, and | am in

5ou‘”

[Five verses later but in the same thought
pattern, Christ actua”y describes what it
means to be one. |tis (Christ and the [Ta-
therineachof us. Jtis (Godinus. Jtis (God
mani]cesting himself through us and us in

[im.
John 14223

Jesus rePIied, “ITC anyone loves me he will
obeg my teaching. My Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home
with him.”

This is one of the most beautiful descriP~
tions of what the [Tather and Son will do
for any person who loves (Christ. (God
and Christ will make their home with me
Persona”g. Thatis an amazing statement

regarc{ing (God’s intent.
Johni15:1-8

“| am the true vine and my Father is the
garcjener...Remafn in me, and | will remain
in 3ou.“] am the vine; you are the branches.
|f a man remains in me and | in him, he will
bear much fruit;.. T his is to my Fathers
g|or3, that you bear much fruit, showfng
5our5e|ves to be my dfsciples.”

An individual man is the entity that must
remain in (Christ, “the true vine” |f unity
were the theme, then Christ might have cho-
sen the “vinegard” as the analogg.

Johnié6:13-16

“But when he, the SPirit of truth, comes, he
will guide you into all truth. e will not speal(
on his own; he will sPeak onlg what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come...”

I Persona”g interPret this assage to mean that
the Ho|3 SPirit will speak to us as individuals

not as a group.

Johni7:11

“| will remain in the world no longer, but theg
are still in the world,...so that theg may be one

as we are one.”

The comparison that Christis usingis “so that
the may be one as we are one.” Cl’lrist and
the [Tather are individuals. Oneness is not a
group activity exceptas it may involve the entire

Trinitg of the [Father, Christ and the H013
Spirit.
Johni17:20-21

“Mg prayer is not for them alone. ] pray also
for those who will believe in me througlﬁ their
message, that all of them may be one, Fat}ﬁer,
Just as you are in me and | am in you.

“A” of them” is another way of saging “cach
of them as individuals” or “each one of you.”
Theg are notin (Christas a group but only asa
Product of their individual decisions. T his is

articularly true for future believers who will
Eve in a different historg.

Johni17:23%

«_]inthem and youin me. May theg be brouglﬁt
to comP|ete unity to let the world know thatgou
sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.”

ost commentaries believe that the statemen
Most taries believe that the stat t
“broug!ﬁt to comPIete unitg” should be inter-

» o«

Pretec{ as “completeness comPIete oneness”

or “Perf:ectec{ oneness.”

Notes & (Questions

Jo/m 17:26

“l have made you known to
them, and will continue to
make you known in order that
the love you have for me ma
be in them and that ] mgselF
may be in them.”

T his is (hrist's conc/ud/ng
prayer. Chr/st will continue
to make (God and his
desrgn//ourloose in creation
known to us so that “'/ myse/f
may be in them.” T/ﬁs is a
descri/ot/on of oneness, not
unity among the c/iscip/es or

. 5
future believers.

| believe that the evidence is
overwfze/m/ng that (Christ’s
final conversation with his
c//scfp/es is about [)eing “one
with the Father” as individu-
als.

However, we are com-
manded in Jo/vn 13:34-35 to
love one another and as a
result experfence unity

among believers.
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Abiding In The Vine

Christ in his final conversation with the clisciPlcs and Particularly in his analogg of the vine talks
about "remaining in the vine" as an imPortant condition of bcing one with the Father. |n every
worl(shoP that we conduct there is an extensive discussion of "how do you remain in the vine?" As
oncharticiPant observed, "] know how to remain in my house but how do | remain in the vine?" Bc—
yon

the obvious things such as daily Biblc stucly, prayer and Fasting, we have looked at the John
12-17 passage and tried to glcan some additional insights. T he list below is intended to be sugges-

tive not absolute.

| Worslﬁiping = ogering a ]hCeJong commitment.

| Res’ting in the fact that | am connected to the vine.
| Letting (od take his time.

L Being more than cloing.

. Believing (God will transform me.

| Reading and studging (God's word.

| Being alone with (God Periodica”y.

| Listening for (God's word or RIFIT- MA.

| Waiting on circumstances.

| Obeying (Hod's commands.

| Trusting (Hod's intuition in me.
| ]ntcrcecling for others.

. Bg c!oing "..greater things."

| Loving one another.

| Experiencimg completejog.

| Lctting (5od prunc me.

. Reproducing oneness in others.

| Lctting (God be as original with others as he has been with

me.

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
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Biblical Frinciplc
RcProductivitg or E_xponcntial (Growth

Thc last half of the twentieth ccntury has been
driven 1:73 mass ac]vcrtising, mass media, mass pro-
duction, mass highcr education. |n a word we have
been conditioned to believe that the most effec-
tive way to transform is b]tj rcacl’)ing largc num-

bers of Pcoplc with a simP

c mcssagc.

Christ understood that this would lead to mass
or Iargc institutions that would be very visible and
subjcct to direct attack and Pcrsccution. That is
w|13 Christ chose a more effective alternative. e
describes this alternative in John 12 where he dis-
cusses the "kernel of wheat" strategy that illus-
trates (God's rcprocluctivc Principlc.

For those of us who have been indoctrinated in
twentieth century thinking, we need to under-
stand that a far more invisible yet cqua”g ef-
fective way to reach |argc numbers in a rclativc|y
short thirty year Pcrioc] is the kernel of wheat
or rcProc]uctivc strate . Below you will see
an cxamP|c of the number of clisciplcs that one
person can create if thcg onlg disciplc one per-
son a year into an abicling rcproductivc rela-
tionship with the Father. You will create a dis-
ciplc who is chcctcd to then rcProclucc one

disciplc a year tor the next thirt years. Many
Followers of Christ think thcg could do this but

._<
0
o)
=

Number

1
2
4.
8
16
32

XN NN AN N -

64

128
9 256
10 512
11 1,024
12 2,048
1% 4,096
14 8,192
15 16,584

Year Number
16 , 7 6 8

3 2
17 65,536
131

18 ,07 2
19 262,144
20 524,288
21 1,048,576
22 2,097,152
23 4,194,504
24 8,588,608

25 16,777,216
26 33,554,452
27 67,108,864
28 134,217,728
29 268,435,456
50 536,870,912
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Notes & Questions

SPiritual Benchmarks
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Nommal | ife with (Christ

Personal/Fleasant Penefits

K now the [Father (14:7: 17:3)

See (God work (14:10)

Do greater works (14:12)

Obedience (14:15)

Holy Spirit in-dwells (14-16-17; 15:26)
[Loved by [Father & Son (14:21; 15:10)

Christ is revealed to us (14:22)

(Godhead inus (14:23; 15:4)
FPeace (14:27)
Bear[ruit(15:2,5,8,168)
Joy(15:11;16:22-24)
Servant to friend (15:14-15)
|nsider information (15:15)
Guide to all Truth (16:13)
Trust & Confidence (16:3%)
[ ternal [ ife (17:2)

"All ] have is yours.” (17:10)
Protect from [~ vil one (17:15)
Seanctification guaranteed (17:17)
Completed in oneness (17:23)
Holy Spirit teaches ((14:26)
Holy Spirit reminds (14-:26)
Will not stray (16:1)

Unpleasant Results
Fruncd (I 5:2)
[Hated by the world (15:18-20; 17:14)

Persecution }33 the "church® (i 6:2-4)

Benefits to Others

Others know the [Tather (15:8)
FPositively Answered Prayer
(141214, 15:7, 15:16-17;16:2%-24)
Others come to (God (17:21; 17:2%)

Benefits to (God
Glory to (God (14:13; 15:8)

E esgonsibilities

Serve one another (13:12-17)
|_ove one another (13:34)
Testify (15:27)

Be in the world (17:18)



"Thc T wo Covcnants“

Andrew Murrag

*(One would think that nothing could be

made P]ainer than the meaning of the New
(Covenant—that evergthing is to be done
bg God Himself. And yet believers and
even teachers fre uentlg do not take it in.
And even those who do, find it hard to live
it out. |tis as though our whole being is
blind to the true working of (God. Jtis so
far begoncl human concePtion that our
little hearts cannot rise to the rea]itg of His
infinite love mal(ing itself one with us, and
delighting to dwell in us and work in us all
that has to be done there. We find that
when we think we have accepted the truth,
we treat it as onlg an abstract idea. We
are such strangers to a true !(nowlec{ge of

God.

Not Iong ago | had occasion to make a

studg of the Gos~
pel of John and
the life of our
Lord as set forth
there. ]carmotsay
how dcep|9 l was
imPresscd once
again with what |
cannot but rcgard

to

as the deepest se-
cret of hrist's
life on earth, [is
depcndcncc on the Fathcr. lt has come to
me like a new revelation. Some twelve or
more times Hc uses the words "not" and
"notlﬁing" about [Jimself: Not Mg will, not
Mg worcls, not Mg lﬁonor, not M9 own
glory, | can do nothing of Mgsel)c; | spcak
not of Mgsehc; ] came not of Mgschc; ] do
nothing of Myscl)c.

Just think a moment what this means in con-
nection with what [e tells us of [His life in
the [Tather. “Just as the [Tather has life in
Himselmc, even so He gave to the SOH also
to have life in [Himself* (John 5:26). *So
that all will honor the SOI‘I even as theg
honor the [Father (5:25). Anc‘ yet this
Son, who has life in [Himself even as the
[Father has, immedia’celg adds (5:30): "] can
do nothing on Mg own initiative.” \We would
have thougl’rt that with this life in [Himself
[He would have the right of inc{ePenc{en’c
action as the Father has. But no. "Tl’re
Son can do no’ching of Himself, unless it

"r1c allowed
the

atrcr
a||n
imll

is sometlﬁing [Te sees the [Father cloing” (5:19).
The chief mark of the life of Christ was, evi-
dently, unceasing depcndence»receiving from
the f:ather, bg the moment, what He had to
sPcak or do.

Not/ving of/\/]ysc/)fis manhcestlg as true of [Jim
as it ever could be of the weakest man. The
more closelﬁ we studg this truth, and Christ's
life in the ligl’rt of it, the more we are comPe”ecl
to say that the deepest root of Christ’s rela-
tionshiP to the [Tather—the true reason whg [He
was so we”-P]easing, the secret of [is g|orhcg~
ing the [Tather—was this: [fe allowed the [a-
ther to do all in FHim. His whole attitude was
that of the open ear, the servant sPirit, the child-
like clePendence that waited for all on the [Fa-
ther.

The infinite imPortancc of this truth in the
Christian life is easilg felt.
The life of Christ lived in the
Father is the life [1e imports
to us. We are to abide in [im
and [e in us, even as [Je
abides in the [Father and the
Fatherin [Tim. Andif the se-
cret of [is abiding in the [Fa-
therbe this unceasing self-de-
nial—"] can do notlﬁing on M9
own initiative"—then absolute
dependence and waiting upon
God must sure]y be the most marked feature
of our Christian life and the a”~Pervading dis-

osition we seek to maintain. \We must die to
self to sink down in humi|it3, meeckness, Paticncc,
and resignation to (God, in order to have the
birth of divine love in our souls. [ ntire self-
renunciation was not merclg one of many vir-
tues in the character of Christ; indeed, it was
the essential one, without which the [Father
could have accomplishcd nothing tlﬁrough [Him.

Lct us make Christ‘s own words our own; "Bg
mgselmc] can accomP]ish nothing-—] can do noth-
ing on my own." T ake it as the keﬁnote of a
sing|e clag‘ | ook up and see the infinite (God
waiting to do evergthing as soonaswe are reaclg
to give up all to [im and receive all from [Him.
Bow down in lowlg worshiP, and wait for the
H015 SPirit to work some measure of the mind
of Christ in you. Do not be disconcerted if
you do not learn the lesson at once; the God
of love is waiting to do evergtlﬂing in the one
who is wi”ing to be nothing. At moments the

29
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. teaclﬂingappears clangcrous, at othertimes ter-
NOtcs & Q’UCStlons riblg difficult. The Blessed Son of (God

teaches it to us—this was [is whole life: | can

do notlﬂing on my own. [He is our life; [e will
work it in us. And when, as the Lamb of (God,

[He shapes His disposition in us, we shall be

Prcparcd for [Him to rise on us and shine in us

in is heavenly glorg.

"Nothing on Mg own initiative—that word spo-
ken eigl’xtcen hundred years ago, coming out of

the inmost dePths of the heart of the Son of
Gocl——is a seed in which the power of eternal

life is hidden. Take it straight from the heart

of Cl’xrist and hide it in your heart. Meditate

on it until it reveals the beautﬁ of His divine
meekness and humilitg and exp ains how all the

ower and g]org of Goc] could work in Him.
%elieve in this truth as containing the very life
and clisPosition which

you need, and believe in

(Christ whose SPirit

dwells in the seed to 1l N 4
make it true in you. Be- Oth l ng
gin, in sing]e acts of self- onm OoOWwWn

cmPtging, to offer these

’ 4 ’ ’ "
wordstoGoc‘astl’xeone lnltla'hVC.

desire of your heart.

Count upon Gocl ac~
ccPtingthem and meeting

them with [is grace, to make the acts into hab-
its and the habits into clisPositions. Ancl you

may clePend upon it—there is nothing that will

lift you so near to God, nothing that will unite
you closer to Christ, nothing that will prepare

you for the abicling presence and power of

(God wor‘(ing in you, as will the death to self
which is found in the simPle concept: Not/w'ng

on my own.

This Principlc is one of the kegs to the New

”/, the [ ord, have spokcn it, Covcnant life. As l believe that (God is actu-
and [ will do it.” a”g to work all in me, | shall see that the one

t]—n'ng thatis hindering me is my c]oing somcthing

}39 mgsel}c. As | am wi”ing to learn from Christ

}39 the Hol3 Spirit to say trulg, /\/ot/ﬂ'ng on my

own, | shall have the true Preparation to receive

all Gocl has engagecl to work, and the power

he Two ovenants conFident]g to expect it. | shall learn that the
whole secret of the New (Covenant is just one
Andrcw Murray tlﬂing: (God works alll The seal of tgc Cov-
enant stands sure: "] the Lorcl, have spoken it,

Christian [iterature and | will do it.

Crusaclc, 1974,

pages 171-174
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Mq Utmost for r‘lis I"‘lle’lest, Oswald Chambers, Barbour & Co, 1938.

Chambcrs encourages us to givc up the right to oursclvcs, “Mg Utmost,” in return for Gocl’s
Chambers cl‘ra”engc to be “one with (Christ” weaves its way through this well used devotional. (Check out the index on topics like

«

}‘rigl‘ucst” gilct of oneness.
oneness and abicling

Teach MC HOW TO Live, Kay Arthur, Fleming t‘l Keve” ComPang, 1984, pages 135-192. The Physica] worlc], circum-
stances and three relationshiPs are (God’s crucible for }‘ye[Ping me become one with the (Godhead as described in Christ’s final

conversation with [is disciplcs in John 12-17. “(God’s ultimate goal for His children is oneness with Himself.”

HOW to have OHCHCSS in Your Relations]ﬂips, Fart l & ”, Kay Arthur, Volume || [ssue V| & V||, 1988. Frecept Minis-
tries Publishcd a devotional studg guide in 1988 and reprintecl the devotionals on oneness Puhlisl’accl in the 1984 devotional book

clcscribed above as a FFCC bOO‘(ICt.

] he Christian’s yecret to a ] lappq Lhce, Oneness with Christ (chapter 17), [Hannah Whithall Smith, Books for the
= P
Ages, Agcs SOFtwarc, Albang, Orcgon, 1997.

God's dealings with man are all c{esigned to bring man into oneness with [imself that Christ’s prayer in Jolm 17:20-21 may be
fulfilled. She describes four stages to Christian maturity:

i. ¢ alone,” 2. ¢] and Cl—:rist,” 3. “Cl—:rfst and }J” and 4. “Cl—:rist onlg"’

One with the Fatherl William Wilkie, 1998, 2nd edition 2001, free copies available at 989.5%9.9950 or
wwi]kie@nctscopccom Thisisa 35 page monograpl‘r on William Wilkie's own Pcrsonal expcriencc and analysis of John 12-17.

Feop|c seem to react either negativclg or Positivcly to this monograpl‘y; however, it makes for [ivelg discussions.

The TWO Covenants, Andrew Murra}j, Christian | iterature Crusacle, 1974, See page 29-50 of this document.

The TI‘UC \/ine, Andrew Murralj, Moodg Fress, 1997 (new edition).

Jesus used the grapevine as a Picture of the Christian’s re]ationship to [Jim and the ]:ather. Andrew Murrag looks closely at this
metaphor described in Jo}m 15 in this classic work. r‘le exp!ores the vine ana[ogg in thirty—one gripping chapters, Remember,

ana[ogies and metaphors are a[wags imperFect descriptions of a relationshiP that Christ described as being one with the rﬂim.

umon Wi’cl’l C}OC}, Madame Gugon, Christian Books Fublishing House, 1981.

]t is a simp[c cxPlanation of her Progressivc sPiritual growth 500 years ago in [ rance. Shc was imPrisoned for nine years
because of her beliefs. T his book reflects the sPiritual Progrcssion Princip]cs the Catholic Church dcve[opcd from 500 A.D.,
but in a wonderFu”g Persona] way.

RGCS HOWC”S: ]ﬂtCrCCSSOI‘, Norman F Grubb, Christian | iterature Crusade, 1988.

This is remarkable biographg of (God directed sPiritual c{evelopment seen first hand through Rees Howells’ Personal experience
as an ordinarg miner who was transformed }33 (God over several decades. | he concluding chaptcrs are an astouﬂc{ing account of

God’s work in g!oba[ events notjust individual lives.

OHC with Christ, Hudson Taglor, Whitaker House, 1997.
Fassionatclg Pursuecl bg God, Hudson Taglor, the founder of C}'n'na |nland Missions in the 19th century, was a controversial

Figure because of his identification with the Chinese Pcoplc This monograph is an ana]gsis of the Song of Solomon and the
mctaphor of the bride and the briclegroom Jt includes a &cscription of six stages of sPiritua] devc]opmcnt
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T he "vine® of John 15 and the
"covenant” relationship with
the Father that Christ de-
scribes as "one with the [Tather”
in John 12-17 represent the

From 1987 to 1997 he owned
an executive recruiting firm in
(irand Kapids, Michigan [He
and his wife Carolgn now own

and operate Still Waters
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your convenience.

Although free, all materials
are copgriglﬂted and cannot
be coPiccl for resale. |f you
would like to order materials

or a CD, Please go to our

web site.

The four “SPiritual Benchmarks” guicles cost $3 each. When
you Print a copy or make multiPle coPics from a FDT: file,

P!ease send us $1 for each copy in cash or check to the address

on the right. You car

wwwisPirituaI~}:>end’xmar

so use a credit card on our web sites:
com. |f you cannot afford the $4,

Spiritual Benchmarks

P|ease download the files and share them with a friend who is
interested in spiritual growth as a substitute. T eens, co”ege
students, young ?amilq members or anyone who is | king for

answers about Gocl’s purpose in their lives are candidates.

Ordinarg peo le are looking for real Personal transformation
that includes the imterccssorq power and autlﬁoritLj for their
world that Christ Promised in the John 12-17. [f “SPiritua]

chwchmarks” }'TBS va]uc and LjOu use am) O\C tl’1€ FOUI‘

benchmar‘ging exercises, Please share the CD or our web site
with others.

471 W Long Lake Dr.
[Harrison, M| 48625

989.5%9.1928
wwilkie@netscope.com

www.sPirituaI~bcnc]'1marks.com



