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One with the Father

This monograph on John 12-17 has been prepared
for those who thirst after a deeper relationship with
the Father. Christ himself called it being “one with
the Father” as Christ was one with the Father.

The Apostle Paul described our relationship with
Christ and the Father somewhat differently. He
talked about having our mind renewed or having the
“mind of Christ.” Christ’s own words in John 12-
17 illuminate new facets of this unique relationship
with Christ and the Father.

Kay Arthur, founder of Precepts Ministries, saysin
adevotiona study guide entitled How To Have
Onenessin Your Relationships part |1 on page 35,
“God's ultimate goal for every one of His children
isoneness with Him.” “Onenessisto be achieved
inall of life'severydayness, in all its relationships,
inal itstrials. Everything that happenstoyouis
permitted by a sovereign God to draw you into
oneness with Him.”

In Christ’s day and during subsequent centuries, it
was often impoverished and “ordinary folks’ who
invested themselves in this unique relationship.
They transformed lives and even entire nations.

Much like agardener lingersto appreciate the
smells and beauty of his garden, so people who are
“one with the Father” linger. They savor the mo-
ments with the Father born of this unique relation-
ship that God designed for mankind on this planet.
What more could we ask in thislife than to be

“one with the Father ?”
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One with the Father

Authors Note

In the early days, it was enough for Christ to be my
Savior. God'slove and Christ’'s willingnessto limit
the creator by putting himself into this human
container awed me. Have you seen the PEPS|
advertisement on the beach where they suck the
child into the PEPSI bottle? | wondered whether
Christ felt alittle like that when he became a human
being.

What happens when the infinite becomes finite?

When | matured beyond a preoccupation with
salvation, | needed Jesus as a friend, someone who
would listen to my problems if not solve them. This
relationship sufficed for many years.

However, there came a day when more often than
not my prayers were answered negatively. Soon, |
stopped praying. Wise counselorstold me that God
always answers prayer; however, itisYES, NO or
WAIT. | still have not found the Biblical basisfor
that position although it is apopular view of prayer.

Along side this experience, | discovered that my
idol had been my profession. | was not awork-
aholic but my identity and self-worth were derived
from my work-related positions and relationships. |
had success and even significance. But it was not
enough. Therewas still abig black holein my life.
It was deep. It wasdark. | ached.

| nfiniteto
finite

| ached!



One with the Father

In 1987, God removed the last vestige of human
support systems. | found myself walking around the
neighborhood and listening to two persistent ques-
tions from God.

Do you love Me?
Am | sufficient?

The answers did not come quickly. My simple and
typical view of Christ and the Father did not provide
room for thiskind of God. After several hours of
wrestling, the answer was“YES.” It was an un-
gualified and unconditional “YES.”. It wasa
“YES.” in the spirit of Romans 12:1-2.

“Therefore, | urgeyou, brothers, in
view of God’'s mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God—which isyour
spiritual worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of you mind. Thenyou
will be able to test and approve what
God's will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will.”

But what was my mind to be transformed into?

Am | suffi-
cient?
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newith the Father

“...that they may be one aswe are one:
| inthem and you in me.”
John 17:22

Christ restored the human race to its originally
intended relationship with God the Father. Christ Can you
characterized this relationship as being “one with describe a
the Father as | am one with the Father.” N
more Inti-

How would you describe your restored relationship | mate rel a-
with God the Father?

tionship
Slave to Master than be-
Bond Servant to Master . «
Son or Daughter to Father INng " one
Friend to Friend with the
Husband to Wife or Wife to Husband "
Father?

All these descriptions may be true of our relation-
shipsto God. However, in John 12-17, Jesus Christ
describes God's singular purpose as bringing usinto
the highest quality relationship possible, “one with
the Father” as Christ was one with the Father. In
fact, Christ prayed that both His disciples and future
believers would be “ one with the Father.”

Awesome! Could thisreally be true? Over several
years, being “one with the Father” became aredlity.




One with the Father

Oneness is defined as:1

1. Thequality or state of being one; singleness.
2. Singularity; unigqueness.

3. The condition of being undivided; wholeness.
4. Sameness of character

“One with the Father.” But what does it mean?

Some people believe that oneness implies perfec-
tion. Thereisno biblical basis to believe that
Christ meant either perfection or becoming God.

Being one is knowing the Father as Christ knew
the Father. Below are two analogies that are often
used to describe our relationship to the Father.

Being a son or daughter You can be a son and
not be one (being in agreement) with your father.

Being onewith a spouse Y ou can have physical
intimacy and not be one emotionally.

The best analogy that Christ gives usto character-
ize being “one with the Father” is

The Vine and the Branch in John 15: The branch
must accept the sap to survive and bear fruit.

1 The American Heritage® Dictionary of the
English Language, Third Edition copyright ©
1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Elec-
tronic version licensed from INSO Corpora-
tion; further reproduction and distribution
restricted in accordance with the Copyright
Law of the United States. All rights reserved.

Onenessis
not perfec-
tion.

The
branch
must ac-
cept the
sap to
survive or
bear fruit.



One with the Father

Designed To Be One

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
over thelivestock, over all the earth, and
over all the creatures that move aong the
ground.”

Genesis 1:26

God created mankind “...in our image, in our
likeness...” Many living and heavenly creatures
have arelationship with the Father. We are the only
living entity in creation designed to accept in us and
manifest through us the essence of Christ and God
the Father. (John 17:20-23)

God desires that we have arelationship which
Christ describes as being “one with the Father.” In
fact, Christ prayed that His disciples and future
believers would experience being “one with the
Father” in John 17.

Mankind had designed into its DNA the ability to
relate to God in afashion that surpasses even being
God'sfriend. Itistruethat God would talk periodi-
cally to Adam and that would be a privilege for
anyone. However, it was intended that mankind
would mature spiritually into a deeper relationship
with the Father than any external or arms length
friendship.

“...I'nour
image, in
our like-
ness...”
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As disciples today, does Christ expect us to exhibit
onenessin thislife on earth? Or isthisaheavenly

vision of what mankind can expect in our relation-
ship with God the Father? s being “one with the

Father” available in this present world?

Many observers cast doubt on whether onenessis
intended for us today because of the small number
of people who exhibit being “one with the Father”
intheir daily lives. Therefore, it must be for
heaven.

People say, “1 have not and cannot envision myself
as being “one with the Father” in thislife.” More-
over, if it were possible, | am not sure that | would
choose that life.

That's the real question, isn't it?

Many people will accept the “free gift of salvation.”
However, most people are not willing to give up
their current life for even alife that is characterized
as being “ one with the Father.”

Christ said in John 17:23,

“...I'inthem and you in me. May they be
brought to complete unity (complete oneness) to
let the world know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me.

If onenessisthe evidence God uses to let the world
know of the Father’slove, then onenessisfor here
and now. Itisfor uson earth.

|sbeing
one with
the Fa-
ther for
today?
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God’'sMain Plot

If you wereto analyze the Bible asa story, what is
the main plot? God's single dominant plot in His
Bibleis:

God designed and then created man
to be “ one with the Father.”

The plot is not just about arelationship with God
but avery high quality relationship. God created
mankind with the specific design of becoming “one
with the Father.” God's design and role for man-
kind has never changed. Christ’sincarnation was
fueled out of God's continuing desire to be one with
mankind according to Christ. Christ came to save,
but also to restore or reconcile man back into the
originally intended relationship with God the Father.

The God of Genesis created humanity. God isintent
upon developing arelationship with His creation.
The important question is what type of relationship
did God intend?

If being “one with the Father” is God's primary
purpose and design, why are we so reluctant to
embrace this relationship with the Father? For
some people, it isignorance of God's intended
purpose. For others, it istheir unwillingnessto
sacrifice their existing life and submit it to the
Father.

God's
story line.
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Why our universe? Why heaven and earth? Why
Christ as Savior and Lord?

Why has God chosen you and me? Why has He
empowered us through the Holy Spirit?

Most of us serve Christ without having the Father’s
goal clearly in mind. Unless we comprehend God's
end and Christ as the primary means to achieving
that end, we will labor in vain. Our work will
appear acceptable if not exciting to our Christian
peers. However, it will have no value to God
because we have not first entered into arelationship
described as being “...one with the Father as| am
one with the Father.” Thisjudgement is one that
God makes in heaven and Christ describesin
Matthew 25:31-46 as sorting out the sheep from the
goats.

We fashion a framework for our work based upon
our own experiences or the past experiences of
others. In reality, we should base our work upon
Christ’s clearly stated purpose of being “one with
the Father.” It isthe reason God created man.
Christ restored usto our originally intended rela-
tionship with the Father.

Humans are notorious for tinkering with the unim-
portant and elevating the particular. We can easily
avoid the central purposes of God. Make no bones
about it, the God of the Bible isan entity of pur-
poses and goals.

Thereisapurpose! And God hasit clearly in mind.

lgno-
rance of

God's
purpose
keeps us
impotent.
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The Final Conver sation
John 12-17

Have you ever considered the final conversation
between Christ and the disciples? It is not alecture.

What is the dominant theme of John 12-17? Is
being “one with the Father” really the theme of
these six chaptersthat are filled with questions and
dialogue? The disciples actually engage Christ with
guestions in a fashion that is unprecedented.

The disciples sense that Christ istelling them
something important; however, they do not under-
stand (John 12:16). They will not understand until
after Pentecost. Out of frustration they make strong
statements and ask hard questions:

“No, said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

John 13:8
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’'t know where
you are going, so how can we know the way?’

John 14:5
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will
be enough for us.”

John 14:8
Judas said, “But Lord, why do you intend to show
yourself to us and not to the world.”

John 14:22
Can you identify with the disciples?

“Don’t
you be-
lieve...
that the
Father is
In me?”
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Christ knows that He is about to be arrested, cruci-
fied, buried and subsequently resurrected from the
dead before returning to His heavenly Father. He
committed himself to this course of actionin
Gethsemane. Christ engages the disciplesin this
final conversation regarding His purpose on earth.

Christ introduces us to the prerequisite for being

onein John 12:23-26. In John 14:10-14, Christ

picks up the theme and never lets up.
“Don’t you believethat | amin the
Father, and that the Father isin me? The
words | say to you are not just my own.
Rather, it isthe Father living in me,
who isdoing hiswork. Believe me
when | say that | am in the Father and
the Father isin me; or at least believe
on the evidence of the miracles them-
selves.

Isthiswhat it means to be “ one with the Father?’
Christ has set the standard, the touchstone, for a
relationship with God the Father.

Christ prays for His disciples and future believersin
John 17: 22.

“...that they may be one aswe are one:

| inthem and you in me.”

Nothing short of being one will do for “ordinary
folks.” Savior, friend, son/daughter are all-impor-
tant relationships that we can have with the Father.
However, they all fall short of being “one with the
Father.” Surely, we can now believe that Christ
intended this relationship for ordinary people.

“..that
they
may

be one

aswe
are
one...
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LovelsDeep

People frequently say:

Being oneistoo ambiguous.

| could never understand being one;
therefore, | could never experienceit.

We need to look at the parallels between love and
being one.

A young child can receive love.
A child can also give love.
L ove does not need to be under stood
to be given or received.
L ove has many facets.
Loveisdeep.

Likewise immature believers are connected to the
Father. They can decide to allow God to make them

“one with the Father.”

A child can be*“ onewith the Father.”
Oneness does not need to
be under stood to be received.
Being “one with the Father” has many facets.
Being oneisasrich and deep as God’s love.

You do
not need
to un-
derstand
oneness
to expe-
rienceit.
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“Radical I ntuition”

Radical intentional obedience* is an essential and
constant component of Christian maturity. Christ
calls usto radical obedience on the day of our
salvation and each day thereafter. When Christ was
talking to the rich young ruler, He required radical
obedience. Hewasto sell all and follow Christ.

If we are “one with the Father,” we should also have
major areas of our lives that become intuition asa
result of our radical decision and radical obedience.

A primary benefit of being “one with the Father” is
that we can eventually move from radical obedience
to radical intuition in many aspects of our lives. |
often hear the cry of Christianswho really long to
have theright intuition. They pursue the disciplines
and yet lifeisfrustrating, if not empty.

While not using the word intuition, the Apostle Paul
in Romans 7-8, grappled with the difference be-
tween an obedient life and an intuitive life. Romans
8 describes alife that is becoming intuitive.

Like Paul, being one will not encompass all areas of
your lifeinitially. However, over time there will
develop acritical mass so that others will see
intuitive behaviorsin you that reflect being one.

The formulaon the next page reflects the reality that
our minds and lives will actually be transformed by
the Holy Spirit over time.

*Radical Intentional Obedience by Dave Weston 10

| long to

have the
right

Instincts.
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Onewith the Father
John 12-17

Radical Decision
for Christ

+

Radical Obedience*
in Lordship

Radical Intuition
by being one with the Father

11
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Increasingly, through obedience you will discover
major portions of your life committed to intuitive
behavior rather than conscious decision making.
The most important decisions in life do not always
allow ustimeto decide. Wereact. It isthen that we
need the values, perspectives and experiences that
can produce the right intuition. It isin times of
crisis that we discover who we really have become.

Only you can answer the following questions:

1. Did God really design usto be “one with the
Father” as Christ was one with the Father?

2. s being “one with the Father” for thislife
or isit only for heaven because of the
FALL?

3. If we can be*one with the Father” today, can
we al so experience the by-products, benefits
or promises of Christ described in
John 12-177?

4. Am| prepared to live the sacrificed life
described in Romans 12:1-27?

If the answers are positive, then your radical deci-
sion for Christ coupled with radical obedience can
lead to the radical intuition.

Salvation = Radical Decision
Lordship = Radical Intentional Obedience
Oneness = Radical Intuition

12
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If Christ’s admonition and prayer in John 12-17 for
future believers to become “one with the Father” is
new to you, then you may be couraged to know that
several authors have dealth with this concept.

Kay Arthur, founder of Precept Ministries
Kay Arthur’s How to Have Onenessin Your Rela-
tionships, Part | & 11, Volumell Issue VII & VII,
1988 articulates that al the circumstances of life are
permitted to “...draw you into oneness with Him.”
Kay has powerful concepts for adynamic world.

Hannah Whitall Smith, Quaker, rebel & realist
In her book The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life,
chapter 17 is entitled “Oneness with Christ.” Ac-
cording to Hannah Smith, “ The test of oneness then
(for the disciples) was the doing of the same works,
and it isthe test of oneness now.”

Oswald Chambers, 20th century teacher
My Utmost for His Highest isawell known devo-
tional. Thethemeisreflected in thetitle: My
utmost or my life for His Highest or being “one with
the Father.” Using the index and looking up such
words as “ oneness with God” and “abiding” will

lead you to key passages.

Rees Howells, 20th century inter cessor
Relatively unknown in America, Rees was a power-
ful intercessor in Wales during the first half of the
20th century. His biography, Rees Howells:. Inter-
cessor, written by Norman Grubb, describes Rees's
step by step process of becoming one with God and
asaresult apowerful intercessor.

13
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ur Inheritance

After several years of experiencing being “one with
the Father” and with Christ, | wastalking to afriend
about the concept. He challenged me regarding the
BENEFITS of being “one with the Father.” |
suggested that we read the John 12-17 passage and
make alist of the benefits or by-products of being
“one with the Father.”

| could think of three or four off the top of my head;
however, | was startled to discover 30+ statements
that could be interpreted as benefits, by-products
and promises. They included such statements as:

1. You Will Do Greater Things Than Christ
John 14: 12-14
2. WeWill Realize That Christ Isln Us
John 14:18-20
3. The Counselor Will Teach You All Things
John 14:26

4. Father Will Give You Whatever You Ask In
Christ’sName & Your Joy Will Be Complete
John 16:23-24
5. You Will Be Protected From The Evil Oneln
TheWorld

John 17:15
6. You Will BeOneWith The Father
John 17:21-23 & John 17:11

14
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“one with
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At first | was alittle put off by the repetitious
descriptions of the by-products of being one that
Christ alludesto in John 12-17. | wondered why
Christ’slove and sacrifice wasn't enough.

After immersing myself in these passages and
seeking Christ’s purpose in these conversations with
the disciples, | understood the over emphasis on
benefits. The disciplesdid not understand Christ at
thistime. They would not understand until after
Pentacost and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

It would be even more critical to future believers
since we would have difficulty believing that this
was God’s intention. We either do not see ourselves
as worthy or we do not want to make the commit-
ment required to access these benefits, by-products
and promises of bone.

We are not really much different than the disciples.
They did not comprehend what Christ was saying at
this time even though they had lived with him for
threeyears. However, within forty daysthey re-
ceived the Holy Spirit and acquired insightsinto
Christ’s purpose. Infact, they manifested these by-
products, benefits and promises of Christ.

We too can acquire not just the insightsinto Christ’s
purpose but also these same qualities when we
become “one with the Father.”

15

You too
can
manifest
the results
of being
one.
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Outcomes of Being One

Another Christian friend indicated that in order to
fully commit hislife to Christ, he needed to see
some tangible outcomes of being “one with the Fa-
ther.” For example, he said that he would like God
to say aloud, “1 love you and | accept you the way
you are.” We talked about whether that would be
enough long-term. Candidly, he was not sure.

We agreed that those words needed to be comple-
mented by tangible outcomes and changesin our
heart and attitude that we could not just conjure up.
A study of John 12-17 revealed the tangible by-
products, outcomes and promises that we can pray
for and expect if we completely sacrifice our lifeto
Christ and the Father.

Most of uswill aso need to ask for the faith to be-
lieve these as promises of Christ even though
Christ prayed for these manifestationsin our lives.
Do weignore Christ’s prayer for us? Faith will
come in part from meditating on these passages.
Faith will come as aresult of radical obedience.

Christ expects these tangible outcomes to be the
normal Christian life. What a difference we will
make as Priests empowered by our faith to believe
God'sword.

16
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You Will Have A Servant’s Heart

John 13:16-17
“1 tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his
master, nor is amessenger greater than the one who
sent him. Now that you know these things, you will
be blessed if you do them.”

You have to know these things and do them. Many
people only read afew of Jesus's words and do not
know the whole picture of God's plans for mankind.

20th century Christianity is enamored with |eader-
ship in theworld. Thereisnow more talk of ser-
vant-hood. Greenleaf’s“ Servant-Leader” istaking
hold in some circles. We talk about creating Chris-
tian leaders from among our youth and we make
heroes of the visible |leaders who become Christian.

However, the John passages never talk about our
rolein the world except in terms of being servants,
rejected and persecuted. The dominant themeisa
moreinvisiblerole, like salt that permeates the en-
tire dough.

Being a servant and having a servant’s heart are not
always synonymous. Slaves are often servants but
their attitude may be 180 degrees the opposite.

Christ isthe model. If Christ livesin us, then He
will eventually manifest Himself through us. The
principles that underlie these manifestations remain
the same even though the form may vary.

17
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or
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You Will Manifest L ove for One Another

John 13:34-35
“A new command | give you: Love one another. As
| have loved you, so you must love one another. All
men will know that you are my disciplesif you love
one another.”

"As| haveloved you” isthe key. Helaid down his
life for those he loved.

No options here. The commander hasissued an or-
der. You must exhibit “radical intentional obedi-
ence.”

You Will Do Greater Things Than Christ

John 14:12
“1 tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will
do what | have been doing. Hewill do even greater
things than these because | am going to the Father.

Ask Whatever You Wish

John 12:13-14
And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that
the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask
me for anything in my name, and | will do it.”

Remember that what you ask must bring glory to the
Father!

He Gives Us The Holy Spirit As Counselor
John 14:15
“If you love me, you will obey what | command.”

Thisis“radical intentional obedience.”

18
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We Will Realize That Christ IsIn Us

John 14:18-20
“1 will not leave you as orphans; | will cometo you.
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but
you will seeme. Because | live, you also will live.
On that day you will realize that | amin my Father,
and you arein me, and | aminyou.”

You are never alone, not even with your own
thoughts

Christ Will Show Himself To Us

John 14:21
“...and | too will love him and show myself to him.”

Christ Makes His Home With Us

John 14:23
“If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My
Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him.”

Counselor Will Teach You All Things

John 14:26
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name, will teach you al things
and will remind you of everything | have said to
you.”

Gives Us Peace

John 14:27
“Peace | leave with you; my peacel giveyou. | do
not giveto you astheworld gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”

19
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Father Will Prune Your Life

John 15:2
“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he trims
clean so that it will be even more fruitful.”

Count onit! The Father isinterested in productive
vines and branches.

You Will Bear Fr uit

John 15:5
“1 am the vine; you are the branches. If amanre-
mainsin meand | in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.”

If You Abide, Ask What You Wish and It Will Be
Given

John 15:7-8
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.
Thisisto my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

Key isto know HISWORDS! WISHES must bring
Glory to God

You Will Remain In HisL ove

John 15:10

“If you obey my commands, you will remainin my
love, just as | have obeyed my Father’s commands
and remainin hislove.”

20
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You Will Have Joy

John 15:11
“1 havetold you this so that my joy may beinyou
and that your joy may be complete.”

Christ’s Command Is L ove Each Other

John 15:13
“Love each other as| haveloved you. Greater love
has no one than this, that one lay down hislife for
hisfriends.”

You Will Be Christ'sFriend & Know His Busi-
ness

John 15:14-15
“You are my friendsif you do what | command. |
no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master’s business. Instead, | have
called you friends, for everything that | learned from
my Father | have made known to you.”

Father Will Give You Whatever You Ask

John 15:16
“Then the Father will give you wherever you ask in
my name. Thisis my command: Love each other.”

The World Will Hate You

John 15:18
“1f the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated
me first.”

The World Will Persecute You

John 15:20
“If they persecuted me, they will persecute you
aso.”

21
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You Will Not Go Astray

John 16:1
“All this| havetold you so that you will not go
astray.”

Your Church May Persecute You

John 16:2
“They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a
time is coming when anyone who kills you will
think heis offering a service to God.”

Holy Spirit Will Guide You Into All Truth

John 16:13
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guideyou into all truth.”

No One Will Take Away Your Joy

John 16:22
“...and no one will take away your joy.”

The Father Will Give You Whatever You Ask In
Christ’sName & Your Joy Will Be Complete

John 16:23-24
“In that day you will no longer ask me anything. |
tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever
you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked
for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive,
and your joy will be complete.”

22
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You may have Peace Along With Trouble

John 16:33
“1 have told you these things so that in me you may
have peace. Inthisworld, you will have trouble.
But take heart. | have overcome the world.”

You Will Have The Protection Of The Father

John 17:11
“...Holy Father, protect them by the power of your
name--the name you gave me--so that they may be
one aswe are one.”

You Will Experience The Full M easur e of
Christ’s Joy

John 17:13
“...but | say these thingswhilel am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my
joy within them.”

You Will Be Protected From The Evil Oneln
TheWorld

John 17:15
“My prayer isnot that you take them out of the
world but that you protect them from the evil one.”

You Will Be Truly Sanctified

John 17:17-18
“Sanctify them by the truth; your word istruth. As
you sent me into the world, | have sent them into the
world. For them | sanctify myself, that they too
may betruly sanctified.”
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One with the Father

Future Believers Will Be One With The Father

John 17:21-23 & John 17:11
“...that al of them may be one, Father, just asyou
areinmeand | aminyou. May they also bein us
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
| have given them the glory that you gave me, that
they may be one aswe are one; | inthem and you in
me.”

Your Oneness Will Be Complete

John 17:23
“l inthem and you in me. May they be brought to
complete unity to let the world know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved
me.”

You Will See Christ’sGlory

John 17:24
“Father, | want those you have given me to be with
me where | am, and to see my glory, the glory you
have given me because you loved me before the cre-
ation of the world.”

We Will Have Christ’s L ove and Presenceln Us
John 17:25-26

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know
you, | know you and they know that you have sent
me. | have made you known to them and will con-
tinue to make you known in order that the love you
have for me may bein them and that | myself may
bein them.”

24

“..one
with the
Father.”

Be complete.

Chrid's
Glory.

Have
Christ
In us.



Summary

Each of usfitsinto one of the following four cat-
egories as Followers of Christ:

1
2.
3.
4,
How can | manifest these attributes?
1
2.

3.

Questions you must seek to answer:
1.

2.

3.

One with the Father

We experience today the fullness of being one.
We abide in Christ but do not know what Christ
promised nor what was expected of us.

We have the knowledge but do not have the
faith to tap into God's resources.

We have not really made Christ Lord of our life;
therefore, these by-products can not be areality.

Commit your entire life to God (L ordship) and
His purposes/will.

Ask for and respond to the leading of the Holy
Spiritinyour life.

Ask the Holy Spirit to bring you to a place that
you know in your own strength you cannot ac-
complish God's will.

Exhibit “Radical Intentional Obedience” to
God's word.

Ask the Holy Spirit to make you thirst after be-
ing “one with the Father.”

Did God really design us to be “one with the
Father” as Christ was* one with the Father?

Is being “one with the Father” for thislifeor is
it only for heaven because of the FALL?

If we can be “one with the Father” today, can we
experience the by-products, benefits or promises
of Christ in John 12-177?

Am | prepared to live the sacrificed life de-
scribed in Romans 12:1-27?
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One with

oncerns & Issues

on being “ one with the Father”

1. Success, Significance &
I nsignificance

We are all aware of successful peoplein secular life,
who take their principles of success and apply them
to do “significant” thingsin their spiritua life.
Principles of successin one domain do not always
trans ate to another domain.

Materials abound that help Christians make the
transition from human success to accomplishing
something significant. Significance implies doing
something important for God's eternal kingdom.
However, some of the current materials could leave
followers of Christ with the impression that we
should not do insignificant things for the kingdom.

Success or significanceis not theissue. Theissueis
being “one with the Father.” 1f we are one, we will
obey and do either the significant or the insignifi-
cant with equal zeal.

In fact, there are no insignificant acts when we are
“one with the Father.” No matter how insignificant
an act may appear to us, it isimportant to the
Father’s purposes.

26

the Father

Are you will-
ing to be

insignificant?



One with the Father

2. Oneness or Unity

John 17 is used as the basis for discussions on unity
among believers. In John 17:23 the phrase “May
they be brought to complete unity...” reinforcesthe
argument for unity. In some commentaries and
other trangdlations, this phrase isinterpreted as
“complete oneness.”

“l inthem and you in me. May they
be brought to compl ete unity...”

To determine the context and the primary theme of
this priestly prayer of Christ, return to John 14.

Christ has completed the last supper. He then
engages His disciplesin alast discourse on his
purpose. He knows that he will diein three days.
He only talks about primary issues.

The main theme of John 12-17 is being “one with
the Father.” It beginsin John 12:24 when Christ
describes the first condition of being “one with the
Father” when he says, “...Unlessakernel of wheat
fallsto the ground and dies, it remains only asingle
seed. Butif it dies, it produces many seeds.”

John 14:23-24 elaborates on the result of God's
love.

“...If anyone loves me, he will obey
my teaching. My Father will love
him and we will come to him and
make our home with him.”
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One with the Father

In John 15, Christ tries to make this relationship
with the Father and mankind tangible by drawing an
anaogy to the “vine and the branch.” Man isthe
branch attacted to the vine. Thisisnot a group
activity but rather an individual decision and action.

In John 17:11 and 17:21-23, Christ makes several
references to being one,

“...s0 that they may be one aswe are
one.”

“...that al of them may be one,
Father, just asyou areinmeand | am
inyou.”

“1 have given them the glory that you
gave me, that they may be one aswe
areone: | inthem and youin me.”

All the references or analogies to Christ’s relation-
ship with the Father areindividual. They do not
involve group activity.

Unity isafine attribute of the church. Itisadvo-
cated in other portions of scripture. Surely, a con-
gregation filled with people who are “one with the
Father” will experience unity. But the prominent
theme of John 12-17 isour individual decision to be
in avertical position with the Father not a horizon-
tal position with other followers of Christ.
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One with the Father

3. The Good News/Gospel

The original New Testament admonition used by
Christ asthe “good news’ or gospel was “ Repent,
for the kingdom of heavenisnear” in Matthew 4:12
or “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news’ in Mark 1:15.

According to the Apostle Paul in Corthinthians,
“...the kindgom of God is not a matter of talk but of
power.” | Corthinthians4:20 The good news takes
on new meaning in this context. If we arewilling to
give up control of our lives and believe what Christ
says, then al the resources and power of heaven are
available to accomplish God's will.

In the 20th century, the Gospel includes “death,
burial and resurrection of Christ.” In fact, one
might argue that “ death, burial and resurrection” are
not really the Gospel. They are; however, the basis
for the “good news’.

Being “one with the Father” iswhat God had in
mind for mankind from the beginning of creation.
Thisrelationship is about far more than just
fellowshipping with God. He intended that we
would be “one with the Father” so that we could
effectively subdue the world as he commanded in
Genesis as well as being a blessing to the nations.

Once we have been restored through Christ’s work
on the Cross, we should expect to return to God's
origina purpose for mankind to “multiple and
subdue the world” aswell as being ablessing to all
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One with the Father

nations with all God’'s power and authority.

Landa Cope, Dean of Communications for
YWAM'’s University of the Nations, has been
developing atemplate of god’s principles for being
ablessing to the nations as an essential complement
to the gospel of salvation. Thisisanother way to
examine the issues of power and authority. See her
WWW site at:

www.ottemplate.org

A complete 21st century Gospel might include:
1. Repent, the Kingdom of God isat hand.

2. Thedeath, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

3. Restoration of mankind to arelationship
with the Father that Christ describesas
being “one with the Father.”

4. Once empowered we areto subdue the What
world and be a blessing to the nations.
should
However, arich but simplified alternative isto the 21t
return to the resource rich perspective that Christ
used when he preached and when he sent hisdis- Centu ry
ciples out two by two along with a challenge to Gospel

reach the following “good news’ or gospel. .
P 99 include?

“Thekingdom of God isnear.
Repent and believe the good news.”
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One with the Father

4. Salvation and Lordship

Being one with the Father and accessing His power
and authority results after meeting certain condi-
tions that God has laid down. Nobody experiences
being one with the Father without accepting Christ
ashisor her Savior.

Man did sinin Eden. Sinis sdf-realization, salf-

control or being your own God. In teenageswe call

thisa“bad attitude.” Christ became human to
reconcile the human race to God the Father by his
death and resurrection. Instead of being self-
centered, we become Christ-centered.

We must simultaneously accept the Lordship of
Christin our lives. Many people are willing to
accept Christ as Savior but not as Lord of their life.
Christ asks that we sacrifice our entire future to
Him. Itisaparticularly difficult decision for

middle and upper class people who are successful in

many areas of life and have a great deal to give up.

To voluntarily submit your future life to the will of
the Father requires a different and more difficult
commitment. Since these two decisions are the
opposite side of the same coin, they must be made
simultaneously. However, in our American culture
we have led people to believe that these decisions
can be separated. The Bibical view isthat they are
complementary and inseparable.
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One with the Father

5. God’s Will

Committed Followers of Christ are concerned about
doing the Father’'swill. We search, we pray and we
agonize over alternatives when the Father has not
made the choice obvious. Dan Swab, Pastor of
Houghton Lake Bible Church, exclaimed one day,
“Searching out God's will for our lives may not be
as difficult aswe make it out to be.”

Upon further reflection, I concluded that when we
are “one with the Father” knowing God'swill is
more a matter of our deciding and God supporting.
When we are one, we will have God's intuition and
better instincts. God expects us to be involved,
immersed and ready to make decisions that He can
support wholeheartedly regarding our world.

Oswad Chambersin, My Utmost for His Highest,
said on June 3,

“...Atfirst we want the consciousness of being
guided by God, then aswe go on we live so
much in the consciousness of God that we do
not need to ask what Hiswill is, because the
thought of choosing any other will never occurs
to us...God instructs us in what we choose, that
is, He guides our common sense, and we no
longer hinder His Spirit by continually saying--
"Now, Lord, what is Thy will?’

Knowing and being God's will is more straight
forward when we are “ one with the Father.”

32

“God's
will is
straight
forward
when...”



One with the Father

6. God’'s Check Book

Have you ever given afriend the authority to sign
checks on your behalf? What kind of relationship
would you need with friends to trust them with your
checking account?

-Same values
-Similar world view
-Some actual life experience together

Being “one with the Father” implies that we meet
similar criteria. Christ in John 12-17 delegates
power and authority to ordinary people who are
“one with the Father.” The following four verses
reflect the extent to which Christ and the Father are
willing to go for people who are “ one with the
Father.”

John 14: 12-14 “...Ask anything, | will doit.”

“1 tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will
do what | have been doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because | am going to the Father.
And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that
the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask
me for anything in my name, and | will do it.”

John 15:7-8 “...Whatever you wish, it will be
given you.”

“If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.
Thisisto my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
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One with the Father

John 15:10-17 “If you..., the Father will give you
whatever you ask...”

“...If you obey my commands, you will remainin
my love...Then the Father will give you whatever
you ask in my name.”

John 16:23-24 “...My Father will give you what-
ever you ask in my name.”

“In that day you will no longer ask me anything. |
tell you the truth, my father will give you whatever
you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked
for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive,
and your joy will be complete.”

Notice that the statements are conditional. This
power and authority is not available to everyone.

They also have an interesting tone. Itisasif Christ
is pleading with His disciples and future believers to
grasp the magnitude of what the Father did in
creation. Christ says, “...whatever you ask in my
name,” “...ask whatever you wish” and “you may
ask me for anything and | will do it.”

The tone reminds me of my experiences working
with new employees. It would take several months
to give anew employee the skills, perspectives and
values to make right decisions for our customers.

However, the day comes when you say as an em-
ployer to that new employee, “You now have
enough experience in our company to decide what
we should do. You take responsibility for the
solution to this problem and we will back you up
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One with the Father

eveninacrisis. We will support your decision
because you are immersed in the situation.”

Could Christ be asking his disciples and future
believers (ordinary folks like you and me) to take
responsibility and make decisionsin our world? We
areimmersed. If we are “one with the Father,” we
are histrusted associates.

He promises to back us up and supply al the power
and resources of heaven to support our decisions on
God's behalf. That means that the angels, other
people and all the financial resources necessary will
be there when we need them.

A father stood at the edge of the pool watching his
young son in the water. The favored son splashed
and yelled, “Dad, look | can swim!” “| can swim!”

However, when one looked beneath the water, the
son still had his big toe on the bottom of the pool.

Do you have the faith to believe Christ’s words?

Or isyour big toe still on the bottom of the pool ?
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