. Work on the Wild Side

Thc Book of Gcncsis Chapters 1-3

7_/76 ncxtgcneration has
been lorovidcc/a Pattcrn
for their 5/oba/ world
t/vatbcgan in (3enesis

and ends in Revelation?

The next generation
should be cncouragcc/
by the writer ochncsis
and his reminder of what
Cod or{gina//y intended
for bumanitg on this
carth.

T oo often we lose 5lg}7t
of God's or/gina/
purposc as we become
loreoccupiec/ with the
"tyranny of the urgent.”

Thc first qucstion for you and me is...

"\What were (God's intentions for mankind on P]anet earth?

The disciples during (Christ's final conver-
sationin j)ohn 12-17 understood what
(God's intentions were from their studg of
|srael's historg‘ |t was their Personal historg.

That historg included (God's creation,
Adamand [ ve's work assigments while in
the Garc]en of E_c{en and “The [:a”’
resulting form their decision to *..be like
God." Most ofusinthe 2ist century need
to refresh our unclerstanding of these

events.

We need a context for (hrist's final
conversation with [ is clisciPles. This
discussionin _John 12-17 took lacejust
dags before Christ‘s death ancrresurrec~
tion with [is full knowledge regarding what
was about to be fulfilled in historg.

(God's original purpose will be described

and discussed based upon its in1PlicatiOﬂs

forus toc!ag‘ [t is derived from the assump-

tion that work is NOT the Penaltg for
Adam's and [~ ve's decision in the (Harden
of I dento i belike (Hod.y

E_XP]oring (Genesis 1-3 will remind you that
Christ:

B lcadsustoa unique relationslﬁip with the
]:atlﬁer,

| cha”enges us to fulfill our ”Original
(ommission” from the [Fatherand

B rcstores the authoritg and power that
Godintended we posses to accomP!islﬁ
[His ”Original (ommission” as well as
the "(Great (Commission."

For example, there are Proxcouncl imP|ica~
tions of the realization that "work" came
before Adam's and [T ve's decision to *..be
like God." T oil, not work, was the Penaltg
forthe ”original sin' of Adam and [ ve when
theg took control of theirlives.

Several hundred yearsagoa Koman
(atholic Priest named Martin | utherwas

reputed to have initiated the "(Christian
\/\)E(‘)rk = thict bg stating,

”Wor‘( to the glorg of Gocl
whethergou are a Friest ora

cobbler.®

Martin | uther disPe”ecl the notion that we
can segarate sacred work from secularwork.

Fora

The APost!e Faul was a scholar of the Old
Testament and understood that the "new”
GosPel thathe Preached was based upon a

elieverallwork is holg.

clearview of (God's work with mankind as
begun and described in (Genesis. Faul
understood the full meaning of Christ's
words when he began to Preach the GosPel,
which Christ said was "..repent, forthe
kingdom of heavenis near” Matthew4:17
RePcnt? RePcnt from what? Ke entfrom
the desire to "...be like (God" or taking
control omcgour life as well as your bad
behavior.

Butwhatdoes "...the kingdom of heavenis
near” rea”g mean Practica”g? We believe
that anyone who has Christ as [ is savior
and has repented orgivcn back control of
his life to Christ and the [Fatherwill have
access to all the resources of heaven to
accomPIish God's will in their lives.

Solet's see what (God saysin (Genesis.



Lcsson # 1

Ovenview: | he (reation

Please read (Genesis clﬁaPters 1-% in their entirety, then make the Fo”owing observations:
Who are the main characters in (Genesis 1-37

At the end of this study,you
will be very familiar with the

enesis 1:1
first three Clvapters of 6

Genesfs. Howcven before
we stuc/y these passages in-

dept/v, it will be /76/Iozfu/ for 2. Genesis | 27
you to wrestle with the
account of creation. Today, .
we will discover the 5 w's of 5. Genesis 2:22
creation.

4. (Genesis 3:1

) 5. (Genesis 1:25 and %:22
Notcs & Qucstlons

What are the main themes of these Passages?

i. (Genesis 1:1-2%
2. (Genesis2:4-25

3. Genesfs 5. 1-24

Where do the events of Genesis take Place?

i. (Genesis 1:1-2:3
2. (Genesis 2:4-25

3. Genesfs B 1-24

When did this take P|ace and over what time frame?

Whg did God create the universe, earth and human beings? What is the mission of

umans?

SPiritua] Benchmarks
© 200% 2



LCSSOI’! # 2 Notes & Questions
(reation: Dags 1-3

Rcrcac{ Gcncsis I:1-13%. USC these verses to answer the Fo”owing qucstions:

According to (Genesis 1:1-2, who existed before the creation of earth?

What did (God create on the first day? What are the uniquc qualities that distinguish this

new created universe from what existed before?

What did (God create on the second day?

V\/hat did GGod create on the third day?

V\/hg do you think (God established the Principlc of "rcproduction" or "rcProductivity?“
ExPlorc the definition and implications of rcProductivitﬂ. Notice how (God takes time to
cxplorc and cxplain about vegetation and "seed bcaring” in Genesis 1:11-127 What
makes rcproductivity sucha Powcr‘Ful Principlc over the long~tcrm?

Spiritua[ Benchmarks
5 © 200%



Notcs & Qucstions

SPiritua] Benchmarks
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Lcsson #3

Creation: Dags 4-6

Reread (Genesis 1, Paying Particular attention toverses 1417 to answer the Fo”owing.

V\/hat did Goc{ create on the fourth dag? ]’:rom your klwowlcclgc of science, whg do you
think that what Goc{ saw he made on the fourth day was ”goo&?“

What did (God create on the fifth daﬂ?

After this creative clay, (God blessed what he created. |n (Genesis 1:28, he gives this

creation a purpose. | ist these purposecs below:
i.
2.
3.
4.

Bill Wilkie refers to these four purposes as our ”original commission.” \What does

"commission” mean?

What did (God create on the sixth dag?

i. (Genesisi:24-25

2. (Genesis 1:25-27

What did (God create on the seventh &ag? Whg do you think that he did this?



| esson # 4
Creation: "...In our image."

Now let's cxPlorc inmore clcpth what haPPcncé on dag sixin (Genesis 1:26-3 1.
T hese assages indicate

Read (Genesis 1:26. What does (God want to do? God's intentional desire to
create humankind. How does
this differ from other ac-
countsyou have been told

Read Genesis 1:27. What does (God want to do? \What model does [e use for this about how Orw;’y humans

creation? were created? \What implica-
tions does this have for the
purposc ofyour life?

De]cine and then cxplorc the meaning of image and likeness. Does the term "...in our

image” or "...in our likeness" mean the first humans were a Pchcct rcPIica of (God? Why or

? ’

Whg not? Notcs & Qucstlons

|fit does not mean a Pchcct rcPIica, what do the Phrases implg?

(o backto (Genesis 1:1. What does it tell us about the quality of (God that e could

have been rcPhcating in the human race?

T hink about what (God did in the six dags of creation. \What do the six c{ays of creation
tell us about the qualitics of God? Which of these qua|itics do you think were trans-
ferred to humans when he made them in [is likeness?

So what do you think it means to you Persona”g to be "made in the image of God? [How
could imowing this affect how you live?

SPiritua[ Benchmarks
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Notes & Qucstions LCSSOI‘! # 5

Creation: Qur Mission

Having exP|ored ourlikeness to C]ocl, let's explore God's exPectations, role or mission for us

describedin (Genesis 1:26-%31.
What work did (God have P|armed formen and women as described in the Fo”owing:

i. (Genesis 1:26

2. (Genesis 1:28
a.
b.

C.

Wl’ro was actua”3 created according to Genesis 1:26 and who received the "orders from

God?"

(Genesis 1:26

(Genesis 1:27

Arc you a little confused? Wclcomc to the club. You are not alone. But let's focus on
whether or not the mission that you discovered for all humans was given tojust the man or to all
humans inc|uding women. \Which of the four functions rcquirc the Participation of both men

and women?

i. Be fruitful and increase in number

2. Fill the earth
3. Subduc it
4. Rule over...every living creature

]s there anythingyou have read so far thatindicates this Gochivcn mission would be only for
males?

SPiritua] Benchmarks
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LCSSOI’! # 6 Notes & Questions
Mission: Man's or Evcryonc’s’?

| etstake a closerlook at the fourfunctions (God clﬁarged mankind to fulfill and see whetherit
sheds any |igl'1t onwho was commanded bg God to do what.

i. "Be fruitful and increase in number.”

Which dag did (God establish the Princfple of reproductivity?

Look at Jol’m 12 and exP[ain wl’13 the "kernel of wheat" analogg is used to describe
and reinforce reProductivftg forthe disciples? How does this relate to (God's
Princip|e of reprocluctivftg?

Who fulfills this function?
2. "[ill the earth...”

[How would the Principle of “KeProductivftg” heIP mankind to fulfill this part of
God's ”Original (ommission?"

Who will fulfill this function?

ln what ways can you fulfill these commands?

3. "Subdue it.."
| ook up "subdue’ and write out the definition. | ist some others words that have a

similar meaning to subdue. Who should fulfill this function?

How are you subduingﬂour world?

4. "Rule over...every living creature.”
| ook up the definition of "rule” and discuss the meaning of "rule over.” Now look
at the term from the Perspective of a creator of this world who has delegated not
abdicated the resPonsibeitg for developing this world. Who should fulfill this

function?

How are you rulingﬁourworl&?

7 SPiritua[ Benchmarks
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Notcs & Qucstions
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Lcsson # 7

Creation: Man

As we move onto (enesis clﬂapter 2,it begins with the Fo”owing statement:
”This is the account of the heavens and the earth when tlﬁeg were created.”

AP arentlg, Moses, the author of (Genesis, needed to explafn in more c{epth the creation
of Xdam and [ ve.

(enesis 2:7 describes in more detail the actual process (God used to create man:
God ...
God ...
Man ...

brcath of [ ife

T he most obvious éescription of "breath of life" is that (God gave life to an inanimate
object made of earth. (Gene | dwards, author of An Ane;cl‘s View of (reation, hypoth~
esizes in his fictional account that (God breathed into man the "heavenlies.” Man in the
visible universe was the on|3 created entity who could live in both the "visible and invisible®

universes. [e also imPIics that this brcathing might be an important part of "creating man
in God's image.” |t was much more thanjust brcathing life into man.

What do you think (God meant by the "breath of life?"



Lcsson # 8

Creation: (7arden of I den

|n Genesis 2:8-1 7 the (Garden of |~ denis described including Adamand [~ ve's role.
Review this passage before answcring the )CO”OWing:

What two trees did (God Placc in the middle of the (Garden?
i.
2.

As created bcings, man and woman were not born as a child. Did Adam and |7 ve possess
nfyffn knowicdgc at this time?

Where did (God Placc man? What two roles did (God assign to man in the form of work?
i.

2.

(Godindicated that man could eat from all trees in the (Garden except one. Which one
could mankind not eat from? \What were the consequences if he did?

Whg do you think that (God did not gjive Adam & [ ven knowlcdgc oxcgoocl and evilin the
bcginning’?

Coulc{ mankind have eaten from the T ree of Lhce?" And what does this tell you about
(God's desire for humans?

Notes & Qucstions
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Notes & Qucstions LCSSOI‘! & 9

E den: | he [First Problem

Some Peop!e believe that Problems onlg }Degan after the ]:a” of Mankinc{ in the Garden
of [ den. However, i)cgou examine (Genesis 2-18, you may discover the first Problem that
(God encountered in [is relatfonship with mankind. Describe that Problem when (God
said, nolitis notgooc{“." as e sur\/egec{ [His creation.

Jn Genesis 2:19-20, we have a c]escriPtion of another maljor work function for Adam.
\What special role was Adam given?

As theg were scrounging the earth for a suitable helper and naming all the beasts of the
field and birds of the air, what was (God's conclusion in (Genesis 2:207?

Describe the stePs God took to solve the Problem.

i.

What was Adam’sjubilant response to (God's solution to the world's first Problcm?

Who leaves thcimcamiiy to become "one flesh? What do you think it means to become
one flesh?

SPiritua] Benchmarks
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Lcsson # 10

Mankind: Thc f:a"

Review (Genesis chaPtcr %

Sudc{cnlg, anew character arrives on the scene in (Genesis 3. Whois it?

What is the one qualitg that sets this character apart from the other animals in (Genesis
3:17

|n (Genesis 3:1 what qucstion is asked of [ ve? [© xamine this question. What was the
serPcnt up to?

Whatwas [ ve's response in Genesis 3:2-37 [ Did [ ve understand what (God had said
about the trees in the center of the (Garden of |~ den?

What was the schcnt‘s immediate response to [T ve's dcscriPtion in (ienesis 3:47?
V\/hat was the serpent’s Ionger response in (enesis 3:4-57

V\/hat was the true tcmptation from the schcnt in Gcncsis 5:57

|n Gienesis 3:6, what did | ve think that she could gain from eating the fruit of the
"I ree of Knowlcclgc of Good and [ vil"?

V\/hg do you think the serpent tcmPtcd " ve? V\/hat does this tell you about the

serpcnt’s motives? Who does the schcnt rca”g rcPrcscnt’?

Notes & Qucstions
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Notcs &Qucstions LCSSOI‘! #11

The Fall: Conscqucnccs

Reread (Genesis »

Thcrc are several consequences from l_:_vc’s and Adam‘s decision to responc{ to the
serpent's cha”cngc thatt ey 1.could belike God." Read (Genesis 3:7-9. | ist the

consequences of their decision:

The first consequence is

A SCCOI’\C{ COﬂSCqUCI’\CC

A third consequence

(God also describes spcchcic future consequences. Read (Genesis 3:16. \What are the

consequences forwomen?

i.

Reac{ Gcncsis 3:17-19. Wl’vat are the consequences formen?

i.

T he most serious }Jg»Product of [ ve's and Adam’s decision to take control of their lives
is described in (Genesis 3:22-2%. Whatis it? \/\/}13 is this consequence disastrous?

Did God ever withdraw the “original commission?” \What does that imPlﬂ?

SPiritua] Benchmarks
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LCSSOI’I #12 Notes & Questions
(3enesis 1-3: ISSUCS

Armed with an overview of God's purposcs and actions in the first three chaptcrs of the
Biblc, you can now wrestle with some issues that have stimulated men and women for
centuries.

(God exhibits cxtraordinarg creativity in (Genesis chapters 1-3. After the seventh c{ay
when (Godrested, did (God resume his creative activitg? How does e expect restored
disciPIcs like you to manifest [ 1is creativity in yourworld?

Work is clcarlg not the Pcnalty forsin. Work before the [Fall was intended as a Primarg
vehicle to fulfill the ”Original (Commission.” T herefore, might work also be essential to
Ful]ci”ing the "(reat (Commission® as well? Read Matthew 28: 16-17. [ow does this
1Creat (Commission” from Jesus relate to the commission in (Genesis? (Check out _John
17:15-16. \/\/}13 would Christ pray that (God "not take them [disciplcs] out of the world...7"

Read GGod's chargc to Noah after the flood in (Genesis 8:17 and 9:7. T hink about the
"Original (ommission,” Noah's commission, and Jcsus’ 1(Great (Commission.” \What does
(God seem to be concerned about? V\/hg do you think that is?

GOd never seemed to separate the sacred and secular. He exhorts Adam and E_vc to live
life to its fullest both before and afterthe [7all. |s your work or Prochsion secularorsacred
n God‘s eyes? Rcmcmbcr, Martin Luthcr, statccl, “Work to the glorg of GOd whethcrgou
are a cobblerora Prics’c.“ s all your work orlife a "work to the glory of God™ Whg or why

not?

[How can you fulfill these commissions through your work?
Y ghY

From your analgsis of GGenesis -3, whatis (God's purpose for men, women and youin this

world todag?

SPiritua[ Benchmarks
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Mankind's origina”g intended
purpose as describedin
(Genesis 1-% is explored in the
first of three stucl9 guicles that
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